
Wednesday 15 June 2022

Refugee Week
Next week is Refugee Week and this year’s
theme is ‘healing’.

According to the Refugee Council of Australia:

Australia and the rest of the world have a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to hit the reset
button on how we behave towards one
another. The importance of human connections
has been underscored by the pandemic and
such lessons can help us in so many ways. 

Mainstream and refugee communities alike
can draw upon shared hardship to heal
wounds, to learn from each other and to move
forward.

Healing can occur through storytelling, through
community and also through realisation of our
intrinsic interconnectedness as individuals. 

For more information about Refugee Week in
Australia, visit:
https://www.refugeeweek.org.au/

TOMORROW: Paper Plane Breakfast for
Students & Dads on Thursday 16 June
We are holding a special Paper Plane
Breakfast for fathers and fatherly figures and
their children on Thursday from 8-8:45am in
our school hall.

We would love for all available dads to come
along for some fun with their children from
8am.

https://www.refugeeweek.org.au/


Winter Holiday Program at Dandenong
Primary School
Our new Before & After School Care service,
run by CommunityOsh, is providing a school
holiday program over the winter holidays.

Centrelink CRN holders may be eligible for a
significant discount (perhaps as much as
80% discount) on school holiday program
rates.

For more information visit:
https://www.dandenongps.vic.edu.au/school-ho
liday-program

Last Day of Term 2
The last day of Term 2 is Friday 24 June.
School will finish at 2:30pm on this day.

https://www.dandenongps.vic.edu.au/before-afterschool-care
https://www.dandenongps.vic.edu.au/school-holiday-program
https://www.dandenongps.vic.edu.au/school-holiday-program


Learning Conferences
Parent/carer-teacher-student conferences are
scheduled to take place on Wednesday 22
June between approximately 12:30 - 7:30pm.

Parent/carer-teacher-student conferences
provide valuable opportunities for the teacher,
student, parents and/or carers to share and
learn more about the student socially,
emotionally and academically.

Parents and carers are able to make their
bookings via our Compass app.

For those yet to make a booking via Compass,
please complete the hardcopy form distributed
to students yesterday and return to your child’s
teacher by THIS Thursday 16 June.  Your
child’s teacher will then provide you with a
booking time by Monday 20 June.

Staffing News for Semester 2
After beginning her career with
us several years ago, Ms
Maddie Smith of 3/4C will be
taking leave for Term 3 and
Term 4 in order to head to
London to spread her wings for
work and travel.

In her place, we have Ms
Maureen Fernandez coming
back to take the lead in the 3/4C
classroom for the remainder of
the year.   Many of you will be
familiar with Ms Fernandez who
is one of our long serving and
highly experienced classroom
teachers.  Ms Fernandez is much loved by
students and staff alike.

Long serving and highly regarded
classroom teacher, Mrs Pratt will
be enjoying some Long Service
Leave in Term 3 (11 July - 16
September).  Recruitment for Mrs
Pratt's Term 3 replacement is
currently underway and we will
have news of this outcome before the end of
this term.

Mr Riley will be taking some Long Service
Leave from 11 July - 5 August (4 weeks) in
Term 3.  During this time, Mrs Pereira will take
on the role of Acting Principal.

Mrs Truscott, who has been enjoying some
travel around Australia in Term 2, will be
returning early Term 3.



Year 1/2 Visit to Monash University
A number of our Year 1 and Year 2 students
visited Monash University last week to
participate in the Art-Reach program, where
they explored ‘patterns’ through the artwork of
Vivienne Binns.

Foundation (Prep) Family Maths Afternoon
Last week our Foundation learning and
teaching team held a ‘Family Maths Afternoon’.

Our students loved engaging in maths
activities with their parents.  Thank you very
much to everyone who came along to make
this afternoon such a success!



English as an Additional Language
Learners Class Excursion to the Werribee
Open Range Zoo
Our English as an Additional Language (EAL)
learner classes had an amazing time at the
Werribee Open Range Zoo last week.

Check out these photos and plenty more on
our Facebook and Instagram pages…

https://www.facebook.com/DandenongPrimarySchool
https://www.instagram.com/dandenongps/


Our New Child Safety Policy
We have a new Child Safety Policy which will
take effect from 1 July 2022.  Parts of this
policy are highlighted below…

Dandenong Primary School is a child safe
organisation which welcomes all children,
young people and their families.

We are committed to providing environments
where our students are safe and feel safe,
where their participation is valued, their views
respected, and their voices are heard about
decisions that affect their lives. Our child safe
policies, strategies and practices are inclusive
of the needs of all children and students.

We have no tolerance for child abuse and take
proactive steps to identify and manage any
risks of harm to students in our school
environments.

We promote positive relationships between
students and adults and between students and
their peers. These relationships are based on
trust and respect.

Child safety is a shared responsibility. Every
person involved in our school has an important
role in promoting child safety and wellbeing
and promptly raising any issues or concerns
about a child’s safety.

We take proactive steps to identify and
manage any risk of harm to students in our
school environment. When child safety
concerns are raised or identified, we treat
these seriously and respond promptly and
thoroughly.  This can include reporting to
authorities (e.g. police, Child Protection),
referring to services and providing ongoing
support as part of the ‘Four Critical Actions’

Related Dandenong Primary School policies
include our:

● Bullying Prevention Policy
● Child Safety Responding and Reporting

Obligations Policy and Procedures
● Child Safety Code of Conduct
● Complaints Policy
● Digital Learning Policy
● Inclusion and Diversity Policy
● Student Wellbeing and Engagement

Policy
● Visitors Policy
● Volunteers Policy

https://www.dandenongps.vic.edu.au/policies
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/protect/FourCriticalActions_ChildAbuse.pdf
https://www.dandenongps.vic.edu.au/policies


Free Soccer Training Session
'First Touch Soccer School' is holding a FREE
training session for students aged 6 to 8 years
at Dandenong Primary School on Sunday 17
June from 9-10am.

Participants need to register with 'Coach Roy'
on tel 0452 490 042 or via email at
ftsoccerschool@gmail.com

Places are limited and children must be
registered in order to attend.

Reading this newsletter online?
Click on the image above to check out our

Year 5 Doxa Malmsbury Camp video

mailto:ftsoccerschool@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/DandenongPrimarySchool/videos/901884024546814


Kinder to Prep Transition
If you have a child ready to start Prep
(Foundation) in 2023, above are the dates for
our Kinder to Prep transition program,
commencing in August.

Our transition program has been developed to
help make starting school a positive
experience for all involved.

Enrol for Prep (Foundation) 2023 here:
https://www.dandenongps.vic.edu.au/enrol

https://www.dandenongps.vic.edu.au/enrol?fbclid=IwAR0rVSQWWpSnVNaCQ2BJFd_kTHNLhEgpYn1JREtOpQYOfkBYvISECAuGI6g
https://www.dandenongps.vic.edu.au/enrol




Acknowledgement of Country
Dandenong Primary School acknowledges that
our school is on Country of the Bunurong
people of the South-Eastern Kulin Nation.

We honour their sovereignty and connection to
Country as traditional custodians of the land on
which we learn and teach.

We pay our respects to their Elders, past
present and emerging and extend this respect
to all First Nations people.h.  We pay our respects
to their Elders, past present and emerging and extend
this respect to all First Nations people.

https://www.bunuronglc.org/
https://www.bunuronglc.org/


Important Dates for 2022

June
● Refugee Week 19-25/6
● World Refugee Day 20/6
● Semester 1 Reports Published 20/6
● Learning Conferences 22/6
● CSEF applications close (TBC)
● Term 2 Ends 2:30pm Friday 24/6

July
● Eid al-Adha Begins Evening 9/7
● Term 3 Begins Monday 11/7
● Eid al-Adha Ends Evening 13/7
● Schools Tree Day Friday 29/7
● International Day of Friendship 30/7
● Schools Tree Day Friday 31/7

August
● National Science Week 13-21/8
● Semper Dental 15/8
● CBCA Book Week 20-26/8
● Daffodil Day
● Teacher Aide Appreciation Week 30/8 - 3/9

September
● Indigenous Literacy Day
● Father’s Day Sunday 4/9
● International Literacy Day 8/9
● R U OK Day 8/9
● Year 6 City Camp 12-14/9
● Term 3 Ends 2:30pm Friday 16/9

October
● Term 4 Begins Monday 3/10
● Swimming Program Begins (TBC)
● World Mental Health Day 10/10
● Dad & Family Night Thursday 13/10
● Diwali Thursday 24/10
● Walk Safely to School Day (TBC)
● Birth of the Báb 25-26/10
● Prep 2022 Enrolments Due 28/10
● Teachers Day Friday 28/10
● Halloween 31/10

November
● Melbourne Cup Tuesday 1/11 - School

Closed
● Coach Approach 2/11
● Remembrance Day 11/11
● Victorian State Election 26/11

December
● Community Picnic 5/12
● Year 6 Graduation 15/12
● Semester 2 Reports 16/12
● School Year Ends 1:30pm Tuesday 20/12

Important Dates for 2023

January
● Lunar New Year - Year of the Rabbit 22/1
● School Office Opens 23/1 
● Delivery of Supplies
● Australia Day 26/1 
● Term 1 Starts 9am Tuesday 31/1

February
● Welcome to Country Ceremony 
● Pancake Day/Shrove Tuesday 21/2
● Mother Language Day 21/2
● Meet & Greet 5pm Thursday 23/2 
● Updated Asthma & Anaphylaxis Plans Due

28/2 
● Enrolment Census 28/2 

March
● International Women’s Day 8/3
● Holi 8/3
● Labour Day Monday 13/3 - School Closed
● National Day of Action Against Bullying
● NAPLAN 15-27/3
● Nowruz 21/3
● Harmony Day Tuesday 21/3
● Ramadan Begins Evening 22/3

April
● Autism Awareness Day Sunday 2/4 
● Term 1 Ends 2:30pm Thursday 6/4
● Good Friday 7/4 
● Easter Sunday 9/4
● Ramadan Ends Evening 20/4
● Orthidox Easter Sunday 16/4
● Term 2 Begins Monday 24/4 
● ANZAC Day Tuesday 25/4 
● Mother Earth Day Saturday 22/4 

May
● NAPLAN
● Mum & Me Friday 12/5
● Mother’s Day Sunday 14/5
● Education Support Personnel Day 16/5

https://www.refugeeweek.org.au/overview/
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eid_al-Adha
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eid_al-Adha
https://treeday.planetark.org/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/friendship-day
https://treeday.planetark.org/
https://www.scienceweek.net.au/
https://semperdental.com.au/
https://www.cbca.org.au/cbca-book-week
https://www.daffodilday.com.au/about
https://doxa.org.au/city-camp/
https://bahaiteachings.org/birth-bab-200-years-ago-today/
https://www.awm.gov.au/commemoration/remembrance-day
https://www.australiaday.org.au/
https://www.historic-uk.com/CultureUK/Pancake-Day/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holi
https://www.onlymelbourne.com.au/labour-day-melbourne-history
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/preventing-bullying/national-day-of-action-against-bullying-and-violence
https://www.nap.edu.au/home
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nowruz
https://www.harmony.gov.au/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramadan
https://www.autismspeaks.org/world-autism-awareness-day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramadan
https://www.army.gov.au/our-heritage/traditions/anzac-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/earth-day/background
https://www.nap.edu.au/



