
Friday 17 February 2023

Welcome New Students & Families
This year we have welcomed a number of new
students and families to the Dandenong
Primary School community.

Students have settled in very well right across
the school and our Foundation (Prep) students
are off to a very impressive start to their
schooling.

Introducing Our School Captains & Year 6
Students Leaders 2023
We are set to hold a very special presentation
assembly next Friday at 2:40pm in our school
gymnasium where our school captains and

Year 6 student leaders will be officially
introduced by Hon Gabrielle Williams MP.  We
would love to see you there to help us
celebrate together!

Happy Friday
May your weekend be as happy as Mr Riley was
presenting these two wonderful parents an
'Excellence Award' for all the life and fun they
bring to our school's Community Hubs Australia
work.

https://new.parliament.vic.gov.au/members/gabrielle-williams/
https://www.facebook.com/communityhubsaustralia/?__cft__[0]=AZWcAUkRs795pTLvVNduHceyZmf8aXo5ixMKyToexAvJoorMCajuFk8FrjZLJA79kHkiwvEFaYkv_UqqUu4k81S8IdUwd22YO4rKmdjLd6cI_rGk4BjXlo8OewM-Y7gDyJ3dVhkvbShwAR6pQUpUPHGtjDrVbggvE9-TGyqhaJdP9YynFoOzoHL0g0OqfMOcjjk&__tn__=kK*F


Introducing Sharlene,
Our Arts Therapist
Sharlene may look familiar
to some because she spent
time at DPS last year as a
student during placement
with Latrobe University.

Now fully qualified and
registered, Sharlene also
has over twenty five years’
experience working with students in a school
setting. She will be working with students for
short sessions who may benefit from some
time out from the classroom setting.

Art therapy combines
psychology and art to explore
inner experiences and
emotions, thereby helping
students with varying learning
difficulties, behavioural
issues, social disengagement
or emotional struggles.

The therapist provides a safe, non-judgemental
space that assists with self-agency, personal
insight, renewed confidence and boundary
setting. The benefits of the therapy may
include improved mood, calming of the body
and mind and release from troubling thoughts
or feelings. Sharlene will be available for two
days each week of term.

In her own time Sharlene enjoys going for long
walks with her dogs, arranging flowers and
making her own art.

Attendance & Punctuality
The best time to arrive at school is between
8:45 and 8:55am.  In Goldilocks terms,
between 8:45 and 8:55am is "just right".

Children who arrive too early risk being left
unsupervised.  Children who arrive too late,
interrupt the learning of other students and
often start the day feeling "lost" or "left out"
rather than the strong sense of belonging that
they deserve.

If your child is in the habit of arriving too early
or too late, now's the time to adjust the
morning routine in order to maximise your
child's learning and wellbeing in 2023.

Don't forget that we're here to help.





Thursday’s Meet & Greet
Our Meet & Greet event is about bringing the
community of children, families and staff closer
together to build our students motivation and
confidence as learners!

The event will take place from 4:30-6pm on
Thursday 23 February 2023 with a FREE BBQ
sausage sizzle and lots of fun.

School Holiday Program
Our CommunityOSH Before & After School
Care service is providing a school holiday
program from 7am-6pm across 11-21 April.

Bookings are required by 11 March.

For more information, visit:
https://www.dandenongps.vic.edu.au/school-ho
liday-program

School Closed on 10 & 13 March
Our school will be closed on Friday 10 March
for a curriculum day.  Monash University will be
onsite providing teacher professional learning
around supporting English as an Additional
Language (EAL) learners.

We will also be closed on Monday 13 March for
the Victorian Labour Day public holiday.

https://www.dandenongps.vic.edu.au/school-holiday-program
https://www.dandenongps.vic.edu.au/school-holiday-program




Enjoying Apples from the Tree
Our apple trees have been full of apples this
summer and some children are enjoying them
picked straight from the tree with a quick rinse
of fresh water.

Did you know that more apples are grown in
Victoria than any other state in Australia?

Harmony Day 21 March
Harmony Day is the celebration that
recognises our diversity and brings together
Australians from all different backgrounds.  It’s
about inclusiveness, respect and a sense of
belonging for everyone. 

This year we are planning a return of our
spectacular Harmony Day Concert
performances that we enjoyed before the
impact of the pandemic.

Students are invited to audition next week
ahead of our Harmony Day Concert on 21
March.

We will have more information to share about
our Harmony Day celebrations in the coming
weeks.



I am a good friend because…
Year 5 and 6 students have explored what
makes a good friend.  Here are several
examples of what makes us a good friend at
Dandenong Primary School…











Saturday Karate in School Hall

Saturday Karate is offered onsite in our
gymnasium for 7-year olds and above.

'A healthy mind contributes to a healthy body
and allows us to develop social, intellectual
and technical skills. At the same time
maintaining calm rational thought. Maintaining
a healthy body enables us to achieve new
skills and further develop technical skills.
Developing core strength further develops
technique, accuracy and stamina.'

For more information visit:
https://www.lionbushido.com.au/ or call our
good friend Sandy on 0412 163 324

Southern Migrant & Refugee Centre
Homework Club
Getting a head start during Term 1 is the best
way to kick start a smooth school year.  Let
STAR Homework Club be your BFF! Get free
homework and assignment help from volunteer
tutors Monday, Tuesday and Thursday from
3:30pm - 6pm at SMRC Dandenong. No more
late nights stressing over school work. Get the
help you need to ace your classes!

The STAR Club is funded by the Australian
Government through the Department of Social
Services under the Settlement, Engagement
and Transition Support Program.

https://www.lionbushido.com.au/?fbclid=IwAR1ZU87duGb856A_AFd2z90uY4gW76nBPpUo292GwnUjiEpZaGoPAjBmNgI


Multicultural Auskick
Join the fun at the Greaves Reserve
multicultural Auskick for children aged 5 to
12-years, each Wednesday 5-6pm from 8
March through to 5 April.

Details and registrations here:
https://www.playhq.com/afl/register/b097aa

Road Safety & Parking Fines
Please be very mindful of the parking
restrictions on the streets around the school.
Law enforcement officials will take a
photograph or video of drivers who are illegally
parked and will use this evidence to issue a
fine of $160 or more.  Please see our 31
January newsletter for information about no
parking and no stopping signage.

The road rules and parking restrictions are in
place for everyone’s safety and particularly for
the safety of our children.

Photo from the Daily Telegraph

From:
http://www.kathleenamorris.com/2019/05/16/int
ernet-safety-parents/

https://www.playhq.com/afl/register/b097aa?fbclid=IwAR1Y33YrOQd0U00twN7NZQK0i9pMYzjZfUPF89a8if7bk1LPavfb1ganyn8
https://www.dandenongps.vic.edu.au/newsletter
https://www.dandenongps.vic.edu.au/newsletter
https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/grafton/look-out-fulltime-parking-inspector-coming-soon/news-story/9fdad58b2cdb5d5dac50ebdca3722a17
http://www.kathleenamorris.com/2019/05/16/internet-safety-parents/
http://www.kathleenamorris.com/2019/05/16/internet-safety-parents/


Compass Education App
Our school makes use of the
Compass Education app for
communicating between the
school and families.

Parents can use the app to
communicate with their child’s teacher, to
receive news from the school, to provide
excursion consent and more…

For families who are not yet using Compass,
we will provide more information (including
login details) in the coming weeks.

To log in to Dandenong Primary School, visit:
https://dandenongps-vic.compass.education/

For more information about the app itself, visit:
https://www.compass.education/compass-featu
res/compass-for-parents

If you forget to your password, please email
dandenong.ps@education.vic.gov.au with a
request to reset.

Important Dates
The last page of each newsletter
includes a list of important dates
for our community.

If you have any important cultural celebrations
to add to our calendar, please let us know via
email at dandenong.ps@education.vic.gov.au

NAPLAN Testing for Year 3 and 5 Students
The National Assessment Program: Literacy &
Numeracy (NAPLAN) testing period for
students in Year 3 and Year 5 is scheduled for
15-27 March.

To enable our students to perform their very
best on each test, we encourage students to
approach NAPLAN with confidence and with a
sense of "embracing the challenge", rather
than with any sense of fear.

Last year, our school achieved our:

● Best Year 3 reading mean scale score
result in 12 years

● Best Year 3 spelling mean score result
on record

● Best Year 3 grammar and punctuation
mean scale score result in 12 years

● Best Year 5 writing mean scale score
result in 14 years

For more information about NAPLAN, visit:
https://www.nap.edu.au/

https://dandenongps-vic.compass.education/
https://www.compass.education/compass-features/compass-for-parents
https://www.compass.education/compass-features/compass-for-parents
mailto:dandenong.ps@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:dandenong.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.nap.edu.au/


This 'menu' of iPad apps for learners with
complex additional support needs is available to
download or access here, with hyperlinks links to
each app:

https://www.callscotland.org.uk/assets/files/ipa
d-apps-for-learners-with-complex-additional-su
pport-needs.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2dW74kup8KXOJ
j6UC6-LWaOIObRiS0zEg8MT_SgQ-4nf45Zs5
HgnwTEX4

https://www.callscotland.org.uk/assets/files/ipad-apps-for-learners-with-complex-additional-support-needs.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2dW74kup8KXOJj6UC6-LWaOIObRiS0zEg8MT_SgQ-4nf45Zs5HgnwTEX4
https://www.callscotland.org.uk/assets/files/ipad-apps-for-learners-with-complex-additional-support-needs.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2dW74kup8KXOJj6UC6-LWaOIObRiS0zEg8MT_SgQ-4nf45Zs5HgnwTEX4
https://www.callscotland.org.uk/assets/files/ipad-apps-for-learners-with-complex-additional-support-needs.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2dW74kup8KXOJj6UC6-LWaOIObRiS0zEg8MT_SgQ-4nf45Zs5HgnwTEX4
https://www.callscotland.org.uk/assets/files/ipad-apps-for-learners-with-complex-additional-support-needs.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2dW74kup8KXOJj6UC6-LWaOIObRiS0zEg8MT_SgQ-4nf45Zs5HgnwTEX4
https://www.callscotland.org.uk/assets/files/ipad-apps-for-learners-with-complex-additional-support-needs.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2dW74kup8KXOJj6UC6-LWaOIObRiS0zEg8MT_SgQ-4nf45Zs5HgnwTEX4


Important Dates for 2023

February
● Pancake Day/Shrove Tuesday 21/2
● Mother Language Day 21/2
● Meet & Greet 5pm Thursday 23/2 
● Updated Asthma & Anaphylaxis Plans

Due 28/2 
● Enrolment Census 28/2 

March
● Year 6 Doxa City Camp 6-8/3
● International Women’s Day 8/3
● Holi 8/3
● Curriculum Day 10/3  - School Closed
● Labour Day Monday 13/3 - School Closed
●
● Year 4 Doxa City Camp 14-16/3
● NAPLAN 15-27/3
● Nowruz 21/3
● Harmony Day Tuesday 21/3
● Ramadan Begins Evening 22/3

April
● Autism Awareness Day Sunday 2/4 
● Swimming Permission Forms Due 3/4
● Term 1 Ends 2:30pm Thursday 6/4
● Good Friday 7/4 
● Easter Sunday 9/4
● Ramadan Ends Evening 20/4
● Orthidox Easter Sunday 16/4
● Curriculum Day 24/4 - School Closed
● ANZAC Day Tuesday 25/4 
● Term 2 Begins Wednesday 26/4 
● Mother Earth Day Saturday 22/4 

May
● Swimming Program Begins🏊 2/5
● Year 5 Doxa Malmsbury Camp 10-12/5
● Mum & Me Friday 12/5
● Mother’s Day Sunday 14/5
● International Day of Families Monday

15/5
● Education Support Personnel Day 16/5
● School Photo Day 22/5

June
● Swimming Program Concludes 🏊 6/6
● King’s Birthday Public Holiday 12/6 -

School Closed
● Refugee Week 18-24/6
● Semester 1 Reports Published 19/6
● Refugee Day 20/6
● Learning Conferences 21/6
● Term 2 Ends 2:30pm Friday 23/6
● Eid al-Adha begins 28/6

July
● Eid al-Adha ends 2/7
● Term 3 Begins 10/7
● National Schools Tree Day 28/7
● International Day of Friendship 30/7

August
● Life Ed Van Incursion 2-11/8
● National Science Week 12-20/8
● National Day of Action Against Bullying

18/8
● CBCA Book Week
● Year 6 Doxa City Camp 23-25/8
● Daffodil Day 25/8

September
● Father’s Day 3/9
● Term 3 Ends 2:30pm Friday 15/9

October
● Term 4 Begins Monday 2/10
● Bandi Chhor Divas 12/10
● Birth of the Báb 16/10

November
● Curriculum Day Monday 6/11 - School

Closed
● Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 7/11 -

School Closed
● Splash & Dash School Fun Run
● Remembrance Day 11/11
● Coach Approach
● Diwali 12/11

December
● International Day of People with Disability

(IDPwD) 3/12
● Community Picnic 4/12
● Year 6 Graduation
● Term 4 Ends 1:30pm Wednesday 20/12

https://www.historic-uk.com/CultureUK/Pancake-Day/
https://doxa.org.au/city-camp/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holi
https://www.onlymelbourne.com.au/labour-day-melbourne-history
https://doxa.org.au/city-camp/
https://www.nap.edu.au/home
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nowruz
https://www.harmony.gov.au/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramadan
https://www.autismspeaks.org/world-autism-awareness-day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramadan
https://www.army.gov.au/our-heritage/traditions/anzac-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/earth-day/background
https://emojipedia.org/person-swimming/
https://doxa.org.au/malmsbury-camp/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/international-day-of-families
https://emojipedia.org/person-swimming/
https://www.refugeeweek.org.au/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eid_al-Adha
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eid_al-Adha
https://planetark.org/programs/national-tree-day
https://www.scienceweek.net.au/
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/preventing-bullying/national-day-of-action-against-bullying-and-violence
https://doxa.org.au/city-camp/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Remembrance_Day
https://www.idpwd.com.au/

