
Thursday 8 Dec 2022

Last Day of School
The school year will come to an end at 1:30pm
on Tuesday 20 December.

Weather permitting, we will have an outdoor
assembly on Vague Square (near to the
kindergarten) from 12:45pm.  Students will be
dismissed at 1:30pm to begin their summer
holiday.

The 2023 school year will begin at 9am sharp
on Monday 30 January.

Student Reports for Semester 2
Student reports will be made available to
families from Friday 16 December.

Below is the information included in our last
newsletter about some changes to our EAL
reporting processes…

Around 85% of our students are considered
English as an Additional Language (EAL)
learners and this year we welcomed around 40
‘new arrivals’, brand new to the English
language.

In response to some recent research from the
University of Oxford and the Bell Foundation
and in order to best meet the needs of our
community, our school has continued to refine

its EAL learner reporting policy and
procedures.

Part of this work has included introducing new
assessment tools to help determine the point
at which our EAL students will transition across
from the EAL pathways reporting to the
‘mainstream’ Victorian Curriculum for English.

EAL learners will receive a Victorian
Curriculum F-10 EAL ‘progression point’ on the
EAL Pathway A (Prep to Year 2) or Pathway B
(Year 3 to Year 8) achievement standard.  An
example is provided below.

Our refined reporting approaches will see an
increased number of EAL learners provided
with an EAL pathway report.

Our non-EAL students and EAL learners who
no longer exhibit English language structures
and features that are typical of those in the
process of learning English will receive a
‘progression point’ against the Victorian
Curriculum for English.  An example of this is
provided below.

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/support/diversity/eal/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.bell-foundation.org.uk/eal-programme/research/
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/reporting-student-achievement/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/reporting-student-achievement/policy
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/support/diversity/eal/companion/Pages/pathwaystransitions.aspx
https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/english/english/curriculum/f-10
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/support/diversity/eal/companion/Pages/PathwayAF-2.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/support/diversity/eal/companion/Pages/PathwayB2-8.aspx
https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/english/english/curriculum/f-10


School Choir Carols in the Park
Our choir will take the stage at around 7:30pm
(approx) at tomorrow night’s Carols in the Park in
Dandenong Park. Pultney Street, Dandenong.

Plant a Tree at School
Families are invited to visit our school between
8-8:45am and 3:30-4:45pm any day up until
Wednesday 14 December to plant an Australian
native tree in our playground.  No equipment or
experience required.

Trees include:

● Manna Gum (koala’s favourite!)
● Acacia
● Sheoak

Bee Swarm in the Playground
Last Friday after school, a swarm of bees
began to make a new home on a newly
planted tree near our log fort.  Laszlo from
beesfriends.com.au very kindly visited the
school after sunset on Sunday to rehome our
surprise guests.

Splash & Dash Thursday 15 December
Our Splash & Dash
will be held on
Thursday 15
December.  Students
will need to wear
clothes that are
appropriate for
getting completely
soiled with coloured water, powder and probably
some mud, for good measure.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eucalyptus_viminalis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Casuarina
https://beesfriend.com.au/


Stay Safe by the Water
If you are visiting the beach this summer, please
remember to be safe around water, always watch
kids in the water, learn first aid and don’t take
unnecessary risks.

Mathematics Association of Victoria
Conference 2022
Our leaders in mathematics learning and
teaching had the pleasure of working with Dr
Paul Swan today at the Mathematical
Association of Victoria 2022 conference…

Dandenong Plaza Christmas Decorations
If you visit the Armada Dandenong Plaza,
consider stopping by to enjoy the beautiful
baubles our students have decorated. Big
thank you to our Plaza friends for allowing our
students to showcase their talent and spread
joy across the community. Visit Level 3, in
front of Woolworths.

https://www.facebook.com/drpaulswan?__cft__[0]=AZVaTqMsQfdSlgmO7C4t3yHZ-wGZWEKNqCQWQY839kAOZHEkwOe9NY-1gx5Ga_pBR3QDXx9xj2yHC39GdPIpZgBNnn1lV_xvX8P_pruqrvRGj4GMlGqnEui6RSpzE3got2aimAbjMgwTwjcK9LenRhfVQXMy4QK7h7_FokYrVGGiK7PnnKPRZyzL_HYNmurnCWI&__tn__=-]K*F
https://www.facebook.com/drpaulswan?__cft__[0]=AZVaTqMsQfdSlgmO7C4t3yHZ-wGZWEKNqCQWQY839kAOZHEkwOe9NY-1gx5Ga_pBR3QDXx9xj2yHC39GdPIpZgBNnn1lV_xvX8P_pruqrvRGj4GMlGqnEui6RSpzE3got2aimAbjMgwTwjcK9LenRhfVQXMy4QK7h7_FokYrVGGiK7PnnKPRZyzL_HYNmurnCWI&__tn__=-]K*F
https://www.facebook.com/maths.vic/?__cft__[0]=AZVaTqMsQfdSlgmO7C4t3yHZ-wGZWEKNqCQWQY839kAOZHEkwOe9NY-1gx5Ga_pBR3QDXx9xj2yHC39GdPIpZgBNnn1lV_xvX8P_pruqrvRGj4GMlGqnEui6RSpzE3got2aimAbjMgwTwjcK9LenRhfVQXMy4QK7h7_FokYrVGGiK7PnnKPRZyzL_HYNmurnCWI&__tn__=kK*F
https://www.facebook.com/maths.vic/?__cft__[0]=AZVaTqMsQfdSlgmO7C4t3yHZ-wGZWEKNqCQWQY839kAOZHEkwOe9NY-1gx5Ga_pBR3QDXx9xj2yHC39GdPIpZgBNnn1lV_xvX8P_pruqrvRGj4GMlGqnEui6RSpzE3got2aimAbjMgwTwjcK9LenRhfVQXMy4QK7h7_FokYrVGGiK7PnnKPRZyzL_HYNmurnCWI&__tn__=kK*F
https://www.facebook.com/dandenongplazashopping/?__cft__[0]=AZXVM52PjTYWQz0l97CKS9aX7zHtBvWnXVHxK4bjj4F7y_xZGB4fl45lnF4JDB_Xw0WrDHCq2-IYRKu6eoyijgkJBkZsLYWcNWaMDB3gMj1He8-G3x8bYDepNosXgi4hJAP0aJPnVDJqRlmNqdYK3CLq-CBpsGPepZPQ2F6U4xaBeiObG70db1BHAjqvV0TLKsk&__tn__=kK-R


Final Swimming Session Wed 14 December
Students will have their final swimming
program session this Wednesday 14
December.  They will need their bathers, towel
and a plastic bag.

Compass
Our school is now
making use of
Compass to share
school news and
to provide information and seek consent from
parents for student participation in school
excursions.

If you have not yet set up Compass on your
device and would like some help doing so,
please contact the school to arrange an
appointment with school staff who can
assist.

Year 6 ‘Class of 2022’
Graduation
Our Year 6 Graduation
Ceremony will take place
from 6pm at Dandenong
High School. For those attending, consider
parking in the school car park at 54 David
Street, Dandenong.



Learning and Teaching in 2023
We are planning for around 390 students in
2023, including approximately 60 Foundation
students and a handful of students who will
transition from the Noble Park English
Language School into our community.

Year level groupings will include:

● 3 x Foundation classes
● Six x Year 1 and 2 composite classes
● Five x Year 3 and 4 composites
● Four x Year 5 and 6 composites

We will have:

● An EAL Early Immersion class for new
arrivals with Mrs Payanda

● An EAL Mid Immersion class with Mrs
Andara for students who have
transitioned from the Noble Park English
Language School

Specialist curriculum areas will include:

● STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering & Mathematics) with Mr
Willcock

● Health & Physical Education (PE) with
Mr Douglas

● Visual Art with Miss Djakovic
● Performing Arts (music, dance and

drama) with Miss Cester & Mrs Van
Emmerik

● LOTE: French (fortnightly) with Madam
Bowman

We welcome three new teachers to our team:

● Batul Rasouli (Foundation)
● Mia Benedetti (Year 1/2)
● Rebecca Baucke (Year 3/4)

Student Attendance in 2023
We acknowledge that we are still living with
COVID-19 and students and staff have
continued to isolate when infected to limit the
spread of the virus.

Hopefully we will continue to emerge from the
pandemic and, as we do, we will begin to
re-emphasise the idea that it is not ok to be
away or to be late to school.

According to Michael Grose:

When kids miss school, not only is their
academic progress impeded, forcing them to
catch up on missed work (which some never
do), they often miss important interactions with
their peers which can compound issues of
social isolation and low self-esteem.

Michael Grose suggests that parents must:

Commit to sending kids to school every
day
Make sure kids arrive at school and
class on time

https://nobleparkels.vic.edu.au/
https://nobleparkels.vic.edu.au/
https://harrisfieldsss.eq.edu.au/Supportandresources/Formsanddocuments/Documents/Parenting%20Ideas%20and%20Information/insights_its_not_okay_to_be_away1.pdf


Prep Beach Excursion
On Wednesday 7 December, our Prep
students enjoyed an excursion to Rickett’s
Point Marine Sanctuary

Crystal clear shallow waters, sandstone reefs,
sea caves, and rockpools make Ricketts Point
the perfect place to discover the wonderful sea
creatures of Port Phillip Bay.

For more information about Rickett’s Point,
visit:
https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/places-to-see/par
ks/ricketts-point-marine-sanctuary

Student Reports: Printed or PDF Download
If you can spare a few minutes, please
complete this short survey to indicate whether
you would like a hardcopy printed report.  If
you are unable to complete the survey for any
reason, you will receive a hard copy printed
report by default.  The survey will remain open
until 6pm Thursday 8 December.

Dandenong Library’s Big Summer Read
The BIG Summer Read is our annual reading
challenge for primary school aged children
presented by Public Libraries Victoria and
Greater Dandenong Libraries.

The challenge has started and is on until 31
January 2023.

Join now on the Beanstack Tracker app or visit
the Beanstack website.

Access the Beanstack website

Open the Apple App Store to install the
Beanstack Tracker app for iPhone and iPad

Open the Google Play Store to install the
Beanstack Tracker app for Android devices

Read books over summer and log them in the
Beanstack Tracker app. You can also collect a
paper tracker from the library to record your
reading.

For every 10 books you read and log, collect a
milestone reward from the library and get an
entry into the prize draw.

Collect a milestone reward from the library and
get an entry into the prize draw for every 10
books you read and log.

● Read 10 books - stickers
● Read 20 books - bookmark
● Read 30 books - pen
● Read 40 books - temporary tattoo
● Read 70 books - library bag.

Go into the draw to win some great prizes.

Prize winners will be notified and prizes
awarded at our finale event at Springvale
Library.

Thursday 1 December - BIG Summer Read
program launch

Tuesday 31 January - Reading log entries
close at 9pm

Saturday 4 February - BIG Summer Read
finale and prize presentation event at
Springvale Library

https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/places-to-see/parks/ricketts-point-marine-sanctuary
https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/places-to-see/parks/ricketts-point-marine-sanctuary
https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/places-to-see/parks/ricketts-point-marine-sanctuary
https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/places-to-see/parks/ricketts-point-marine-sanctuary
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeunRCIgh9CzACDFh-gae2cd5-wYrt3GQ3yZZMR-I7fb3gCag/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://plv.beanstack.org/reader365
https://apps.apple.com/au/app/beanstack-tracker/id1360324277
https://apps.apple.com/au/app/beanstack-tracker/id1360324277
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.beanstack
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.beanstack


Emergency Contact Details
It is very important the school has your most
up-to-date emergency contact telephone

details and home address.

If you change telephone details
or home address at any point, we
ask that you update the school
with your accurate contact details
as soon as possible.

Parking Restrictions & Keeping Safe
Please also take note of the parking
restrictions around the school as these are
heavily enforced by the City of Greater
Dandenong with fines of $160.

The ‘no parking’ sign means you
can stop in the area for a maximum
of 2 minutes to drop off or pick up a

passenger but you must stay within 3 metres of
your vehicle.

The ‘no stopping’ sign means you
are not allowed to stop or park your
car in, or partly in, that area for any
reason. Dropping off or picking up

passengers or goods in a ‘no stopping’ area is
not permitted.

All parking and stopping rules apply even if
your vehicle has broken down or if you have
your hazard warning lights on.

Unfortunately we are not able to assist drivers
should they receive an infringement notice as
this is a matter between the driver and the City
of Greater Dandenong so please pay close
attention to the parking restrictions around the
school.



Important Dates for 2022

December دسامبر
● Year 6 Graduation Lunch 10/12
● Year 6 to 7 Transition Day 13/12
● Year 6 Graduation 13/12
● Year 6 Excursion 16/12
● Semester 2 Reports 16/12
● School Year Ends 1:30pm Tuesday

20/12

Important Dates for 2023

January 2023 ژانویھ
● Lunar New Year - Year of the Rabbit 22/1
● School Office Opens 23/1 
● Delivery of Supplies
● Australia Day 26/1 
● Term 1 Starts for ALL Students 9am

Monday 30/1

February 2023 فوریھ
● Welcome to Country Ceremony 
● Pancake Day/Shrove Tuesday 21/2
● Mother Language Day 21/2
● Meet & Greet 5pm Thursday 23/2 
● Updated Asthma & Anaphylaxis Plans

Due 28/2 
● Enrolment Census 28/2 

March 2023 مارس
● Year 6 Doxa City Camp 6-8/3
● International Women’s Day 8/3
● Holi 8/3
● Curriculum Day 10/3  - School Closed
● Labour Day Monday 13/3 - School Closed
● National Day of Action Against Bullying
● Year 4 Doxa City Camp 6-8/3 (TBC)
● NAPLAN 15-27/3
● Nowruz 21/3
● Harmony Day Tuesday 21/3
● Ramadan Begins Evening 22/3

April 2023 آوریل
● Autism Awareness Day Sunday 2/4 
● Term 1 Ends 2:30pm Thursday 6/4
● Good Friday 7/4 
● Easter Sunday 9/4
● Ramadan Ends Evening 20/4
● Orthidox Easter Sunday 16/4
● Curriculunm Day 24/4 - School Closed
● ANZAC Day Tuesday 25/4 
● Term 2 Begins Wednesday 26/4 
● Mother Earth Day Saturday 22/4 

May 2023 مھماه
● Year 5 Doxa Malmsbury Camp 10-12/5
● Mum & Me Friday 12/5
● Mother’s Day Sunday 14/5
● International Day of Families Monday

15/5
● Education Support Personnel Day 16/5
● School Photo Day 22/5

June 2023 ژوئن
● King’s Birthday Public Holiday 12/6 -

School Closed
● Refugee Week 18-24/6
● Semester 1 Reports Published 19/6
● Refugee Day 20/6
● Learning Conferences 21/6
● Term 2 Ends 2:30pm Friday 23/6
● Eid al-Adha begins 28/6

July 2023 جولای
● Eid al-Adha ends 2/7
● Term 3 Begins 10/7
● National Schools Tree Day 28/7
● International Day of Friendship 30/7

August 2023 اوت
● Life Ed Van Incursion 2-11/8
● National Science Week 12-20/8
● CBCA Book Week
● Year 6 Doxa City Camp 23-25/8
● Daffodil Day 25/8

September 2023
● Father’s Day 3/9
● Term 3 Ends 2:30pm Friday 15/9

October 2023
● Term 4 Begins Monday 2/10
● Bandi Chhor Divas 12/10
● Birth of the Báb 16/10

November 2023
● Curriculum Day Monday 6/11 - School

Closed
● Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 7/11 -

School Closed
● Splash & Dash School Fun Run
● Remembrance Day 11/11
● Coach Approach
● Diwali 12/11

December 2023
● Community Picnic 4/12
● Year 6 Graduation
● Term 4 Ends 1:30pm Wednesday 20/12

https://www.australiaday.org.au/
https://www.historic-uk.com/CultureUK/Pancake-Day/
https://doxa.org.au/city-camp/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holi
https://www.onlymelbourne.com.au/labour-day-melbourne-history
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/preventing-bullying/national-day-of-action-against-bullying-and-violence
https://doxa.org.au/city-camp/
https://www.nap.edu.au/home
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nowruz
https://www.harmony.gov.au/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramadan
https://www.autismspeaks.org/world-autism-awareness-day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramadan
https://www.army.gov.au/our-heritage/traditions/anzac-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/earth-day/background
https://doxa.org.au/malmsbury-camp/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/international-day-of-families
https://www.refugeeweek.org.au/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eid_al-Adha
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eid_al-Adha
https://planetark.org/programs/national-tree-day
https://www.scienceweek.net.au/
https://doxa.org.au/city-camp/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Remembrance_Day

