
Wednesday 6 September 2023

Term 3 Ends 2:30pm Friday 15 September
Please be reminded that Term 3 will come to
an end on Friday 15 September 2023 with
students dismissed from school at 2:30pm.

Referendum 2023
A referendum will take place on 14 October
and a polling booth will be available for eligible
members of the Australian community to cast
their vote at Dandenong Primary School.

A referendum is a national vote on a question
to change the Australian constitution. The 2023
referendum question is: A Proposed Law: to
alter the Constitution to recognise the First
Peoples of Australia by establishing an
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice.

It is compulsory by law for all eligible Australian
citizens to enrol and vote in federal elections,
by-elections and referendums.

You can enrol to vote or check and update your
enrolment details using this link:
https://www.aec.gov.au/referendums/enrol/enro
l-to-vote.html

Foundation’s Moonlit Sanctuary Excursion
Our Foundation ‘Class of 2023’ had a fabulous
day at the Moonlit Sanctuary. Students enjoyed
making friends with wallabies, kangaroos,
lizards and snakes. Highlights included seeing
the koalas, dingoes, wombats, owls, and a
very cheeky Tasmanian Devil.

https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/voice-referendum/102813318
https://www.aec.gov.au/referendums/enrol/enrol-to-vote.html
https://www.aec.gov.au/referendums/enrol/enrol-to-vote.html


Drumming With Dad
Thank you to the dads and fatherly figures of
Dandenong Primary School for making our
'Drumming with Dad' morning such a special
time together.

https://www.facebook.com/DandenongPrimarySchool?__cft__[0]=AZXlQoimHMb2I9xm9nRRP8jv5bWI1Z8Np2F1mexp3_KBsE7ts1WP_Pw-lAPIgs6fqlvQlj0JyEqDIb-YLbV1mY_qINkAs04INAWLxpDvOCSyCHEo3sLTWABO45NjUAkCzIOvidP5iAxfZGulBAWpEPtLeBqoiEJ7dzGRxFVIyh9EpQ9y2RO_ewMhND8Mb0LDoPk&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/DandenongPrimarySchool?__cft__[0]=AZXlQoimHMb2I9xm9nRRP8jv5bWI1Z8Np2F1mexp3_KBsE7ts1WP_Pw-lAPIgs6fqlvQlj0JyEqDIb-YLbV1mY_qINkAs04INAWLxpDvOCSyCHEo3sLTWABO45NjUAkCzIOvidP5iAxfZGulBAWpEPtLeBqoiEJ7dzGRxFVIyh9EpQ9y2RO_ewMhND8Mb0LDoPk&__tn__=-]K-R


Virtual Suggestion Box
If you ever have a suggestion
or feedback you would like to
share, you can do it
anonymously or include your
name for further follow up
here or scan the QR code...

School Leadership Staffing News
From Friday 9 to Friday 15 September, Daniel
Riley will be doing some work with the
Department of Education as an acting 'Senior
Education Improvement Leader' (SEIL).
During his absence, Mrs Pereira will be
principal of Dandenong Primary School and
Mrs Truscott will take on Mrs Pereira's
assistant principal role.

Anne Pereira's Leave 2-27 October
Mrs Perira will be on leave for the first 4 weeks
of Term 4. Mrs Truscott will continue in Mrs
Pereria's assistant principal role throughout
this time.

OneSight Vision Screening
OneSight is visiting Dandenong Primary
School on Tuesday 12 September 2023, to
provide a free vision screening.

At this screening, your child’s distance and
near vision will be tested to ensure they can
see the blackboard and read a book, and their
colour vision and depth perception will also be
tested. An optometrist will conduct a basic test
and may refer your child for a full examination.

If your child requires a full eye examination,
your child will be issued with a OneSight Vision
Voucher, which entitles your child to a free pair

of glasses from a select range, should they be
required. The voucher is only valid at OPSM
and Laubman and Pank stores.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfvRSkVT4L3DeSYtqVCUahR1vGh_bUFOXt9YFo7F1X9Xikyng/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.opsm.com.au/eye-care/onesight


Year 6 to Year 7 Transition
Moving from primary to secondary school is an
important step in a child’s education and we
want to help make the transition process as
easy as possible for students and families.

To assist with this next step in your child's
journey, our school wellbeing team is engaging
the services of The Big Sister Experience in
Term 4 to equip our Year 6 students with
practical tools and confidence to create a
seamless transition into high school and to
address questions around expectations,
changes and anxiety that the transition period
can bring.

We will have more information to share around
this workshop in the coming weeks.

Playground Upgrades
An order has been placed for the installation of
the Kompan Triangular Spacenet with works
likely to be completed either late 2023 or early
2024.

With thanks to a local Rotary group, a Gaga
Ball Pit will be installed over the coming weeks.

Our new shade sails have been installed just in
time for the welcomed sunshine.

Keeping Our Community Safe
Meet Silvio (left) and Tom (right) - two of the
City of Greater Dandenong's finest school
crossing supervisors! Silvio and Tom work
every school day to assist children and adults
to safely cross the road at drop-off and pick-up
times. They play a very important role in
looking after the safety of community members
of all ages.

https://bigsisterexp.com/
https://www.kompan.com/en/au/p/cor37441
https://www.gagagames.com.au/
https://www.gagagames.com.au/


Tom has been at it for 15 years, with the last 7
years stationed at Dandenong Primary School.
Silvio is a former parent member of our school
and has been assisting children and adults to
safely cross the road for 7 years, with six of
those serving the Dandenong Primary School
community.

Thank you Silvio and Tom for looking after the
safety of our community!

Daffodil Day
Thank you very much to everyone able to
support our Cancer Council Australia Daffodil
Day today. We managed to raise over $600 for
the Cancer Council Australia.

Thank you to 'Miss Vicky' for leading the work
around this special day.

After-School Professional Development
Our teaching staff meet after school every
Tuesday and Wednesday to work
collaboratively around wellbeing, curriculum,
pedagogy, and assessment as part of our
endeavour to bring about the best possible
student outcomes.

Last week, teachers came together with our
literacy leading teacher, Mrs Christie, to work
on consistency in the assessment of writing.

https://www.facebook.com/DandenongPrimarySchool?__cft__[0]=AZXs_nGX4XyVhc3xLhA2ZYPhHcIoQbrQpqKWRJaHkNbtFm8dxDwKKZaC7ry2sX2MnzCWS3Mv393f2JDln0lmVJ9PME0A7wM766rTC3bAmAlEFHaTGQE-HaJF1kPHxOjdb4bq-aRmBTutuyxH0HNRxh_H0g9e4sl3Iw2CtJBy3isnMFv0wS-5r__PlSZTL0CnK-M&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/DandenongPrimarySchool?__cft__[0]=AZXs_nGX4XyVhc3xLhA2ZYPhHcIoQbrQpqKWRJaHkNbtFm8dxDwKKZaC7ry2sX2MnzCWS3Mv393f2JDln0lmVJ9PME0A7wM766rTC3bAmAlEFHaTGQE-HaJF1kPHxOjdb4bq-aRmBTutuyxH0HNRxh_H0g9e4sl3Iw2CtJBy3isnMFv0wS-5r__PlSZTL0CnK-M&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/cancercouncilaustralia?__cft__[0]=AZVm1jiT6rHRwKMkgcBJU3Ss3uCV7f-1mKgbmqUCJyuQZc5a62yD94QsAMZkkOWlRRMJJJVAz35T6ZDPYdN7KsXaPXiiXcXE02sIfs1IMb8AipwT6uFRohPepj6tY7YeEr4t0eB4G6tlVZZlhbBNzkpUUmpE4DI4V-S_Zf413CShrYn8molHRgm0xj9KTDL0EVw&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/cancercouncilaustralia?__cft__[0]=AZVm1jiT6rHRwKMkgcBJU3Ss3uCV7f-1mKgbmqUCJyuQZc5a62yD94QsAMZkkOWlRRMJJJVAz35T6ZDPYdN7KsXaPXiiXcXE02sIfs1IMb8AipwT6uFRohPepj6tY7YeEr4t0eB4G6tlVZZlhbBNzkpUUmpE4DI4V-S_Zf413CShrYn8molHRgm0xj9KTDL0EVw&__tn__=-]K-R


Our Commitment to Child Safety
Dandenong Primary School is a child safe
organisation which welcomes all children,
young people and their families.

We are committed to providing environments
where our students are safe and feel safe,
where their participation is valued, their views
respected, and their voices are heard about
decisions that affect their lives. Our child safe
policies, strategies and practices are inclusive
of the needs of all children and students.

We have no tolerance for child abuse and
take proactive steps to identify and manage
any risks of harm to students in our school
environments.

We promote positive relationships between
students and adults and between students and
their peers. These relationships are based on
trust and respect.

We take proactive steps to identify and
manage any risk of harm to students in our
school environment. When child safety
concerns are raised or identified, we treat
these seriously and respond promptly and
thoroughly.

Particular attention is given to the child safety
needs of Aboriginal students, those from
culturally and linguistically diverse
backgrounds, international students, students
with disabilities, those unable to live at home,
children and young people who identify as
lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans and gender

diverse, intersex and queer (LGBTIQ+) and
other students experiencing risk or
vulnerability. Inappropriate or harmful
behaviour targeting students based on these or
other characteristics, such as racism or
homophobia, are not tolerated at our school,
and any instances identified will be addressed
with appropriate consequences.

Child safety is a shared responsibility. Every
person involved in our school has an important
role in promoting child safety and wellbeing
and promptly raising any issues or concerns
about a child’s safety.

We are committed to regularly reviewing our
child safe practices, and seeking input from our
students, families, staff, and volunteers to
inform our ongoing strategies.

To support child safety and wellbeing at
Dandenong Primary School, we work to create
an inclusive and supportive environment that
encourages students and families to contribute
to our child safety approach and understand
their rights and their responsibilities.

We inform students of their rights through our
whole school approach to Respectful
Relationships and give them the skills and
confidence to recognise unsafe situations with
adults or other students and to speak up and
act on concerns relating to themselves or their
peers.



We ensure our students know who to talk to if
they are worried or feeling unsafe and we
encourage them to share concerns with a
trusted adult at any time. Students and families
can also access information on how to report
concerns at
https://www.dandenongps.vic.edu.au/policies

https://www.dandenongps.vic.edu.au/policies


National Science Week 2023
We had a fabulous National Science Week
celebrating science and technology. Our week
included excursions and incursions, classroom
experiments and challenges, and a wonderful
before school STEM morning with parents,
caregivers and guests.

Thank you students and staff for all of the
learning and teaching in such an action packed
week for Dandenong Primary School.

To celebrate National Science Week, here's a
photograph of our Grade 3/4 'Class of 1969'.

At 12.56 pm on 21 July 1969 Australian
Eastern Standard Time (AEST), these young
legends gathered around our school's single
black and white television to join 600 million
people around the world witnessing
humankind's first steps on the Moon.
If you have any photographs or artefacts to
share, we would love to hear from you!

https://www.facebook.com/DandenongPrimarySchool?__cft__[0]=AZUYMkPOAknRwn_E7XupT-bJEcCNBUvDJYtGq5Jc4DURf4NoUvITtwBKzSbGXRqzmbKlE8PACSXFBfiFZsbbWKa5N9nEK0Am0gslBQuNtgtKJh1UPdvUx9792a55YfMSy5R0jzx7LMZwqI3Kip3xBTEvm9l9sbH0oTDXC6EjV6hLn3QSxl4AAyzHz_9BsB63D-c&__tn__=-]K-R


The HANEN program is an evidence-based
program that is designed for parents and
caregivers who have children with
communication difficulties. The program
empowers parents with the knowledge and
strategies to develop their child’s language
skills.

The online (via Zoom) program provides
parents with strategies for supporting their
child's language development (through Zoom
presentation, videos, handouts and a book)
and families can use their NDIS funding
(self-managed or plan-managed).

For more information, visit:
https://www.swinnertonspeech.com/groups

Sun Protection Hats from 1 September
Schools have a requirement for staff and
students to wear an appropriate sun protection
hat when in the outdoors from 1 September
through to 30 April and anytime when UV
levels are forecast to reach 3 or higher.

Our school has a selection of SunSmart hats to
purchase from the school for around $10 each.
Cheaper options are available from time to
time at Kmart and other stores in the
Dandenong Plaza.

Overexposure to the sun’s ultraviolet (UV)
radiation during childhood and adolescence is
a major skin-cancer risk factor. Melanoma is
the most common cancer in Australians aged
13 to 24 years and is caused by UV damage.

https://www.swinnertonspeech.com/groups?fbclid=IwAR2PmRWsvQ97eM1vshQf_OUvPRl0WJmcOy-4LBezKlk-8QfwBfuCJ0AhDPo


Important Dates for 2023

September
● Term 3 Ends 2:30pm Friday 15/9

October
● Term 4 Begins Monday 2/10
● Bandi Chhor Divas 12/10
● Step Into Prep 8:45-10am 12/10
● Birth of the Báb 16/10
● Step Into Prep 8:45-10am 26/10
● Day for Daniel 27/10
● Halloween 31/10

November
● Curriculum Day Monday 6/11 - School

Closed
● Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 7/11 -

School Closed
● Splash & Dash School Fun Run
● Remembrance Day 11/11
● Coach Approach
● Diwali 12/11
● Life Ed Van Incursion 13-21/11
● Step Into Prep 8:45-10am 16/11
● Step Into Prep 9-11am 30/11

December
● International Day of People with Disability

(IDPwD) 3/12
● Community Picnic 4/12
● Year 6 Graduation 12/12🎓
● Term 4 Ends 1:30pm Wednesday 20/12

Important Dates for 2024

January 2024
● New Years Day 1/1
● Office open for enrolments & payment of

fees - To be confirmed
● Australia Day Friday 26/1
● Curriculum Days 29+30/1
● Term 1 Begins 9am 31/1

March 2024
● Year 6 Doxa City Camp 6-8/3
● Labour Day Monday 11/3 - School Closed
● NAPLAN 13-25/3
● Harmony Day Thursday 21/3
● Term 1 Ends 2:30pm Thursday 28/3
● Good Friday 29/3

April 2024
● Term 2 Begins 9am Monday 15/4
● School Photo Day 18/4
● Anzac Day Thursday 25/4 - School

Closed

May 2024
● 150 Year Anniversary Celebrations &

Reunion Saturday 4/5
● Year 5 Doxa Malmsbury Camp 13-15/5

June 2024
● King’s Birthday 10/6
● Term 2 Ends 2:30pm Friday 28/6

July 2024
● Term 3 Begins 9am Monday 15/7

September 2024
● Term 3 Ends 2:30pm Friday 20/9

November 2024
● Melbourne Cup 5/11- School Closed

October 2024
● Term 4 Begins 9am Monday 7/10

December 2024
● Term 4 Ends 1:30pm Friday 20/12
● Christmas Day 25/12
● Boxing Day 26/12

https://danielmorcombe.com.au/day-for-daniel/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Remembrance_Day
https://www.idpwd.com.au/
https://doxa.org.au/city-camp/
https://www.nap.edu.au/about
https://fb.me/e/3CUb3myZe
https://fb.me/e/3CUb3myZe
https://doxa.org.au/malmsbury-camp/





