
Tuesday 4 April 2023

Term 1 Concludes Thursday 2:30pm
Please be reminded that students will be
dismissed for the end of Term 1 at 2:30pm on
Thursday 6 April.

Dandenong Primary School - State School
1403 to Celebrate 150 Years in 2024
In 2024 we celebrate 150 Years of providing
excellence in learning and teaching to the
Dandenong community! We are now calling for
interested past and present students, staff and
community members to join our 150 Year
celebrations organising committee.
Commitment can be flexible, but passion is a
must!

To express your interest, email
dandenong.ps@education.vic.gov.au or tel.
+61 3 9792 2743 in school hours. We look
forward to hearing from you!

State School 1403 was built at the corner of
Robinson and Foster Streets and officially
opened its doors on 4 May 1874. The first
Head Teacher was Mr Malcolm MacPherson.
The school moved to its present site at
174-182 Foster Street in 1881.

mailto:dandenong.ps@education.vic.gov.au


Formula 1 Rolex Australian Grand Prix 2023
Excursion
Melbourne prides itself on being the sports
capital of Australia. Last week our Year 3 and
Year 4 participated in an excursion to the
Australian Grand Prix.

Some of our students took part in the Little
Long Walk and Welcome to Country on the
race starting grid.

Thank you to “Miss B” for making this exciting
learning experience possible!

World Understanding Autism Day
Sunday 2 April was World Understanding
Autism Day (formerly Autism Awareness Day).

Autism is a condition that affects how a person
thinks, feels, interacts with others, and
experiences their environment.

It is estimated that one in 70 people are on the
autism spectrum.

Our school years can strongly influence who
we are and our attitudes towards others.

By adopting a neurodiversity-affirming
approach at Dandenong Primary School, we
can grow a more understanding school
community that celebrates students’ strengths
and interests and fosters an appreciation of
others’ differences.

To learn more, visit:
https://www.autismspectrum.org.au/

https://www.autismspectrum.org.au/waud


Tax-Deductible Donations to Dandenong PS
If you or someone you know is in the position
to make a tax-deductible donation, our school
has now established a deductible gift recipient
(DGR) library and building fund.

Supporters can deduct the amount of their
donation from their taxable income when they
lodge their tax return.

Contact our school for more information.

Monash University & Dandenong PS Art
Project - More Details Soon!
Some of our students were lucky enough to
spend part of Harmony Day at Monash
University's Monash University Museum of Art
today as a part of a special arts project.

Our students worked alongside Monash
University Faculty of Education student
teachers and First Nations artists.

We will have more news to share about this
special project very soon!

Harmony Day Celebrations
With 400 students, 285 families, 50
nationalities and 38 home languages, diversity
is the common language of Dandenong
Primary School.

Our school is in the heart of Australia’s most
culturally diverse community with children,
families and staff from all corners of the world.
We celebrate this diversity on Harmony Day by
dressing in cultural attire, presenting cultural
performances and sharing regional delicacies.

Our hearts, minds and bellies are full after a
wonderful day of learning and celebrating
together. Thank you for celebrating with us at
Dandenong Primary School in 2023.

Let's do it all again in 2024!
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Gingerbread Baking
Foundation students have been reading The
Gingerbread Man, a fairy tale about a
gingerbread man's escape from various
pursuers until his eventual demise between the
jaws of a fox.

Legend traces gingerbread men back to
Queen Elizabeth I (1533-1603), who
supposedly had her cooks mould the pastry
into the shapes of her favourite courtiers and
liked to give VIP guests ginger "biscuits" that
were edible caricatures.

Compass Education App
Our school makes use of the Compass
Education app for communicating between the
school and families.

Parents can use the app to
communicate with their child’s
teacher, to receive news from the
school, to provide excursion
consent and more…

For families who are not yet using Compass,
we will provide more information (including
login details) in the coming weeks.

To log in to Dandenong Primary School, visit:
https://dandenongps-vic.compass.education/

For more information about the app itself, visit:
https://www.compass.education/compass-featu
res/compass-for-parents

If you forget to your password, please email
dandenong.ps@education.vic.gov.au with a
request to reset.

Australian Centre for Contemporary Art
Our school makes uOur Year 5 and 6 students
spent a special day at ACCA - Australian
Centre for Contemporary Art.
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ACCA has a long and celebrated history
investing in, nurturing and propelling the
careers of contemporary artists by supporting
them to make new, risk-taking and
experimental work that challenges our thinking,
encourages new perspectives, and connects
and resonates with diverse communities. We
have been lucky enough to have maintained a
wonderful and longstanding relationship with
the folks at ACCA.

Pictured is one of our Year 6 students enjoying
the autumn sunshine in a nearby playground.

Easter

Holy Week is the religious observance of
Christians. It's celebrated by Christians
worldwide, especially those of the Catholic and
Orthodox faiths. During Holy Week, Christians
commemorate Jesus Christ's crucifixion and
resurrection.

Wishing those who commemorate this week a
blessed week filled with peace, love, and
renewal.

Term 2
Next term commences on Wednesday 26 April.
It will be a busy term featuring:

● Swimming on Tuesdays from 2 May
through until 6 June, inclusive

● Mother’s Day
● Excursions
● Year 5 Malmsbury Camp
● School Photos on 22 May
● Semester 1 Student Reports
● Student-led school and family learning

conferences

Facebook & Instagram
Keep an eye out for news and updates through
the school holiday period via Facebook and
Instagram.

https://www.facebook.com/DandenongPrimarySchool/
https://www.instagram.com/dandenongps/


Thank You & Best Wishes to Mrs Payanda
Thursday is Yasamen Payanda’s final day with
us (for now!) before commencing family leave.

Yasamen is an incredibly humble individual
who has made a profound impact on the
learning and wellbeing of our community in the
set up and implementation of our EAL Early
Immersion program.

We wish Yasamen all the very best in the next
exciting chapter of life and we can’t wait to
meet the newest member of the Dandenong
Primary School community soon!❤💙

Thank You & Best Wishes to Jeena
Thursday is also Jeena’s final day with us (for
now!) before commencing leave ahead of the
arrival of another Dandenong Primary School
baby!

Jeena has been a wonderful support to
students and teachers in her short time with us
so far. We thank Jeena and wish her all the
very best for the next exciting chapter of life!



Important Dates for 2023

April
● Term 1 Ends 2:30pm Thursday 6/4
● Good Friday 7/4 
● Easter Sunday 9/4
● Ramadan Ends Evening 20/4
● Orthodox Easter Sunday 16/4
● Curriculum Day 24/4 - School Closed
● ANZAC Day Tuesday 25/4 
● Term 2 Begins Wednesday 26/4 
● Mother Earth Day Saturday 22/4 

May
● Swimming Program Begins🏊 2/5
● School Opening 149 Year Anniversary 4/5
● Year 5 Doxa Malmsbury Camp 10-12/5
● Mum & Me Friday 12/5
● Foundation Myuna Farm Excursion 12/5
● Mother’s Day Sunday 14/5
● International Day of Families Monday

15/5
● Education Support Personnel Day 16/5
● School Photo Day 22/5

June
● Swimming Program Concludes º 6/6
● Whole-School Student-Free Professional

Practice Day 9/6 - School Closed
● King’s Birthday Public Holiday 12/6 -

School Closed
● Refugee Week 18-24/6
● Semester 1 Reports Published 19/6
● Refugee Day 20/6
● Learning Conferences 21/6
● Term 2 Ends 2:30pm Friday 23/6
● Eid al-Adha begins 28/6

July
● Eid al-Adha ends 2/7
● Term 3 Begins 10/7
● National Schools Tree Day 28/7
● International Day of Friendship 30/7

August
● Life Ed Van Incursion 2-11/8
● National Science Week 12-20/8
● National Day of Action Against Bullying

18/8
● CBCA Book Week
● Year 6 Doxa City Camp 23-25/8
● Daffodil Day 25/8

September
● Foundation Moonlit Sanctuary Excursion

1/9
● Father’s Day 3/9
● Term 3 Ends 2:30pm Friday 15/9

October
● Term 4 Begins Monday 2/10
● Bandi Chhor Divas 12/10
● Birth of the Báb 16/10

November
● Curriculum Day Monday 6/11 - School

Closed
● Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 7/11 -

School Closed
● Splash & Dash School Fun Run
● Remembrance Day 11/11
● Coach Approach
● Diwali 12/11

December
● International Day of People with Disability

(IDPwD) 3/12
● Community Picnic 4/12
● Year 6 Graduation
● Term 4 Ends 1:30pm Wednesday 20/12
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