
Monday 21 November 2022

School Closed THIS Friday
25 November
This Friday, our school will be
closed for a whole-school
teacher Professional Practice
Day.

Other important dates include:

● Last day of school 2022:
Tuesday 20 December (1:30pm finish)

● First day of school 2023:
Monday 30 January (9am start)

Walk Against Family Violence
From: https://walk.safesteps.org.au/

The 2022 Walk Against Family Violence
(WAFV) will take place across Victoria on
Friday 25 November.

Step out in orange and unite with thousands of
people across Victoria to raise awareness and
walk in solidarity with victim-survivors of
domestic and family violence and violence
against women, at the 14th Annual Walk
Against Family Violence.

Together, we can prevent domestic and family
violence and violence against women. You can
show your support for victim-survivors and help
send a message across Victoria that domestic
and family violence and violence against
women is never okay by organising a walk,
wearing orange, and sharing a video or photo
from your walk using the hashtag
#WAFV2022, #WhyWeWalk and #WAFV
hashtags on social media.

Dandenong Primary School has zero tolerance
for any form of violence (including physical,
emotional, verbal, and the like)

1800RESPECT
Telephone. 1800 737 732.  This is a 24-hour
national sexual assault, family and domestic
violence counselling line for any Australian
who has experienced, or is at risk of, family
and domestic violence and/or sexual assault.

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/practice/improve/Pages/ppe-practice-days.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/practice/improve/Pages/ppe-practice-days.aspx
https://walk.safesteps.org.au/
https://www.1800respect.org.au/


New Student Toilets Coming Soon
Our student toilet block will undergo a
complete refurbishment, beginning Monday 12
December.  The work will likely continue into
the early part of Term 1 next year.  While works
are in progress, students will make use of the
gymnasium toilets at recess and lunch times.

Maria from Year 4 recently wrote to Mr Riley
calling for a new toilet block.  Below is Maria
pictured with project architects and builder
manager.

School Oval Works
This week, landscapers will be onsite installing
a granitic sand track around the perimeter of
our school oval.  Once this work is complete,
we will organise a working bee for members of
our community to plant a native tree around
the outside of the new track.  Stay tuned for
details!



Victorian State Election
Election day is THIS Saturday, 26
November.

Our school hall will transform into
a voting centre and will be open for Victorians
to cast their vote from 8am to 6pm.

Teachers & Support Staff Committed to the
Best Learning & Teaching for Students
Teachers and support staff love learning and
teaching and working together to bring about
the best possible outcomes for every student
at Dandenong Primary School.

The Department recently released 2022 Staff
Survey results, with our school ranking
amongst the best in the state.

Our results show very high levels of:

● Trust in parents and carers
● Collective responsibility
● Academic emphasis
● Collective efficacy, and more

New Date for ‘Splash & Dash’
Due to the continued unseasonably cold and
wet weather, we have moved our Splash &
Dash School Fun Run to the afternoon of
Thursday 15 December. Apologies for any
inconvenience.

EAL Student Reports
Around 85% of our students are considered
English as an Additional Language (EAL)
learners and this year we welcomed around 40
‘new arrivals’, brand new to the English
language.

In response to some recent research from the
University of Oxford and the Bell Foundation
and in order to best meet the needs of our
community, our school has continued to refine
its EAL learner reporting policy and
procedures.

Part of this work has included introducing new
assessment tools to help determine the point
at which our EAL students will transition across
from the EAL pathways reporting to the
‘mainstream’ Victorian Curriculum for English.

EAL learners will receive a Victorian
Curriculum F-10 EAL ‘progression point’ on the
EAL Pathway A (Prep to Year 2) or Pathway B
(Year 3 to Year 8) achievement standard.  An
example is provided below.

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/support/diversity/eal/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.bell-foundation.org.uk/eal-programme/research/
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/reporting-student-achievement/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/reporting-student-achievement/policy
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/support/diversity/eal/companion/Pages/pathwaystransitions.aspx
https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/english/english/curriculum/f-10
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/support/diversity/eal/companion/Pages/PathwayAF-2.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/support/diversity/eal/companion/Pages/PathwayB2-8.aspx


Our refined reporting approaches will see an
increased number of EAL learners provided
with an EAL pathway report.

Our non-EAL students and EAL learners who
no longer exhibit English language structures
and features that are typical of those in the
process of learning English will receive a
‘progression point’ against the Victorian
Curriculum for English.  An example of this is
provided below.

The latest research tells us that:

● It takes 69% of students, who are new
to English at the start of Foundation,
more than 6 years to progress to the
highest levels of  English proficiency

● The rest take, on average, 4.6 years to
progress to the highest levels of English
proficiency

Student reports for Semester 2 of 2022 will be
available from Friday 16 December.

COVID-19 Cases Across the School
We have had a number of confirmed cases of
COVID-19 amongst students and staff over the
last 2-weeks.  Please continue to be vigilant in
monitoring for symptoms, undertaking a RAT,
and staying at home as per the current
recommendations outlined on Page 2 of this
newsletter.

St Martins Gene Tree Production &
Melbourne Lord Mayor Interview
A number of Dandenong Primary School St
Martins Youth Art Centre performers had the
pleasure to meet with Lord Mayor Sally Capp
at Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne to ask
her some ‘impossible questions’ they ask
themselves and the audience in the production
𝘎𝘦𝘯𝘦 𝘛𝘳𝘦𝘦: 𝘓𝘪𝘴𝘵𝘦𝘯. 𝘕𝘰𝘸. 𝘈𝘨𝘢𝘪𝘯.

For those viewing the newsletter on their
device, click on the YouTube image to see our
students asking Lord Mayor Sally Capp some
of these ‘impossible questions’...

https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/english/english/curriculum/f-10
https://stmartinsyouth.com.au/
https://stmartinsyouth.com.au/
https://youtu.be/Syv3ppD4HHY




Compass
Our school is now
making use of
Compass to share
school news and
to provide information and seek consent from
parents for student participation in school
excursions.

If you have not yet set up Compass on your
device and would like some help doing so,
please contact the school to arrange an
appointment with school staff who can assist.





Important Dates for 2022

November نوامبر
● Guru Nanak Gurpurab 8/11
● Kinder to Prep Transition 10/11
● Remembrance Day 11/11
● Kinder to Prep Transition 21/11
● Splash & Dash - Thursday 24/11
● Professional Practice Day 25/11  - School

Closed
● Victorian State Election 26/11

December دسامبر
● Kinder to Prep Transition 1/12
● Community Picnic 5/12
● Year 6 Graduation Lunch 10/12
● Year 6 to 7 Transition Day 13/12
● Year 6 Graduation 13/12
● Year 6 Excursion 16/12
● Semester 2 Reports 16/12
● School Year Ends 1:30pm Tuesday

20/12

Important Dates for 2023

January 2023 ژانویھ
● Lunar New Year - Year of the Rabbit 22/1
● School Office Opens 23/1 
● Delivery of Supplies
● Australia Day 26/1 
● Term 1 Starts for ALL Students 9am

Monday 30/1

February 2023 فوریھ
● Welcome to Country Ceremony 
● Pancake Day/Shrove Tuesday 21/2
● Mother Language Day 21/2
● Meet & Greet 5pm Thursday 23/2 
● Updated Asthma & Anaphylaxis Plans

Due 28/2 
● Enrolment Census 28/2 

March 2023 مارس
● Year 6 Doxa City Camp 6-8/3
● International Women’s Day 8/3
● Holi 8/3
● Curriculum Day 10/3  - School Closed
● Labour Day Monday 13/3 - School Closed
● National Day of Action Against Bullying
● Year 4 Doxa City Camp 6-8/3 (TBC)
● NAPLAN 15-27/3
● Nowruz 21/3
● Harmony Day Tuesday 21/3
● Ramadan Begins Evening 22/3

April 2023 آوریل
● Autism Awareness Day Sunday 2/4 
● Term 1 Ends 2:30pm Thursday 6/4
● Good Friday 7/4 
● Easter Sunday 9/4
● Ramadan Ends Evening 20/4

● Orthidox Easter Sunday 16/4
● Curriculunm Day 24/4 - School Closed
● ANZAC Day Tuesday 25/4 
● Term 2 Begins Wednesday 26/4 
● Mother Earth Day Saturday 22/4 

May 2023 مھماه
● Year 5 Doxa Malmsbury Camp 10-12/5
● Mum & Me Friday 12/5
● Mother’s Day Sunday 14/5
● International Day of Families Monday

15/5
● Education Support Personnel Day 16/5
● School Photo Day 22/5

June 2023 ژوئن
● King’s Birthday Public Holiday 12/6 -

School Closed
● Refugee Week 18-24/6
● Semester 1 Reports Published 19/6
● Refugee Day 20/6
● Learning Conferences 21/6
● Term 2 Ends 2:30pm Friday 23/6
● Eid al-Adha begins 28/6

July 2023 جولای
● Eid al-Adha ends 2/7
● Term 3 Begins 10/7
● National Schools Tree Day 28/7
● International Day of Friendship 30/7

August 2023 اوت
● Life Ed Van Incursion 2-11/8
● National Science Week 12-20/8
● CBCA Book Week
● Year 6 Doxa City Camp 23-25/8
● Daffodil Day 25/8

September 2023
● Term 3 Ends 2:30pm Friday 15/9

October 2023
● Term 4 Begins Monday 2/10
● Bandi Chhor Divas 12/10
● Birth of the Báb 16/10

November 2023
● Curriculum Day Monday 6/11 - School

Closed
● Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 7/11 -

School Closed
● Splash & Dash School Fun Run
● Remembrance Day 11/11
● Coach Approach
● Diwali 12/11

December 2023
● Community Picnic 4/12
● Year 6 Graduation
● Term 4 Ends 1:30pm Wednesday 20/12

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guru_Nanak_Gurpurab
https://www.awm.gov.au/commemoration/remembrance-day
https://www.schoolfundraising.com.au/splash-dash
https://www.vec.vic.gov.au/voting/2022-state-election
https://www.australiaday.org.au/
https://www.historic-uk.com/CultureUK/Pancake-Day/
https://doxa.org.au/city-camp/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holi
https://www.onlymelbourne.com.au/labour-day-melbourne-history
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/preventing-bullying/national-day-of-action-against-bullying-and-violence
https://doxa.org.au/city-camp/
https://www.nap.edu.au/home
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nowruz
https://www.harmony.gov.au/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramadan
https://www.autismspeaks.org/world-autism-awareness-day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramadan
https://www.army.gov.au/our-heritage/traditions/anzac-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/earth-day/background
https://doxa.org.au/malmsbury-camp/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/international-day-of-families
https://www.refugeeweek.org.au/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eid_al-Adha
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eid_al-Adha
https://planetark.org/programs/national-tree-day
https://www.scienceweek.net.au/
https://doxa.org.au/city-camp/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Remembrance_Day

