
Monday 11 July 2022

Term 3
Welcome back to Dandenong Primary School!
Term 3 is always an exciting term with lots of
learning and celebration taking place.

This term we celebrate the likes of:

● Eid al-Adha
● Schools Tree Day
● National Science Week
● CBCA Book Week
● Teacher Aide Appreciation Week
● Indigenous Literacy Day
● Father’s Day
● International Literacy, and more

Our Year 6 students have their City Camp to
look forward to in September.

Celebrating Last Term
Despite the impact of COVID-19 related
absences on students and staffing alike, we
managed to achieve a great deal as a learning
community.

Last term saw:

● Our first school camp in nearly 3 years
● Our first online NAPLAN testing
● The return of our Friday 9am Dandy

Pals Playgroup
● The return of a number of after-school

clubs
● A number of excursions, including to the

Melbourne Zoo and the Werribee Park
Open Range Zoo

● Students, families and teachers
exploring progress through Learning
Conferences

● A visit from members of the Afghan
women’s soccer team

Afghan Women’s Soccer Team Visit
We were so excited and so humbled to have
welcomed members of the Afghan women’s
soccer team to our school on the last day of
Term 2.

Learning Conferences
Thank you very much for your participation in
our Term 2 Learning Conferences.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eid_al-Adha
https://treeday.planetark.org/
https://www.scienceweek.net.au/
https://www.cbca.org.au/cbca-book-week
https://doxa.org.au/city-camp/


Teachers and parents and carers alike valued
the “student-led” aspect but also called for the
allocation of more time for future Learning
Conferences.  We will therefore look to extend
future Learning Conference times to 15
minutes.

Foundation ‘Moving Matters’
Every Thursday afternoon, our Foundation
(Prep) students participate in Mrs Pratt’s
Moving Matters program.

Moving Matters is a movement-based program
which aims to improve fine and gross motor,
fitness, balance, locomotion and eye-tracking
skills.

Social & Emotional Learning (SEL)
Social and emotional learning (SEL) can help
students learn the competencies and skills
they need to build resilience and effectively
manage their emotions, behaviour and
relationships with others.

SEL involves students having opportunities to
learn and practise social skills such as:

● cooperation
● managing conflict
● making friends
● coping
● being resilient
● recognising and managing their own

feelings.

Our school uses resources such as the
Victorian Curriculum Personal and Social
Capabilities achievement standards, the
Resilience, Rights & Respectful Relationships
learning materials, the Play is the Way
methodology, the Zones of Regulation
framework and the Promote mental health:
social and emotional learning resource.

SEL is officially timetabled for an hour per
week across the school but students and staff
make use of the Zones of Regulation to “check
in” each morning and afternoon.

New Child Safe Standards
The new Child Safe Standards commenced on
1 July 2022.  Our new policies are available on
our school website.

https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/personal-and-social-capability/introduction/rationale-and-aims
https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/personal-and-social-capability/introduction/rationale-and-aims
https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/personal-and-social-capability/introduction/rationale-and-aims
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/ResourcePackage/ByPin?pin=2JZX4R
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/ResourcePackage/ByPin?pin=2JZX4R
https://playistheway.com.au/
https://www.zonesofregulation.com/index.html
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/health/mentalhealth/Pages/socialemotion.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/health/mentalhealth/Pages/socialemotion.aspx
https://www.dandenongps.vic.edu.au/policies
https://www.dandenongps.vic.edu.au/policies


Paper Plane Breakfast
Last term we held a Paper Plane Breakfast for
students and their dad (or fatherly figure).  It
was great to have so many dads along to
engage in some learning and fun.

Curriculum Days & Whole-School
Professional Practice Days
We have now determined dates for the
remaining student-free (i.e. school closed)
Curriculum and Professional Practice Days for
2022.  These include:

● Friday 16 September (Curriculum Day)
● Monday 31 October (Curriculum Day)
● Friday 25 November (Professional

Practice Day)

Semper Dental Return 15 August
Semper Dental will be back onsite on 15
August.  Keep your eye out for information and
patient forms to be made available in the
coming weeks…



Swimming Program Booked for Term 4
Mr Douglas is busy organising our 2022
swimming lesson program.  Lessons will take
place every Wednesday for 8 weeks in Term 4,
commencing Wednesday 5 October.  Stand by
for more information toward the end of this
term…

‘Coach Approach’
Coming Term 4
Coach Approach is a
national organisation made
up of elite and professional
athletes from a wide variety
of sports. Members of our

team have competed at Olympic,
Commonwealth, International or State level. At
Coach Approach we are passionate in
encouraging the people of Australia to ‘Keep
Active’ with the principle aim of promoting
sports participation, health and fitness
education to all Australians.

Mr Douglas has booked in a whole-school
Coach Approach day for early Term 4.  Stay
tuned for more information!

Student Attitudes to School Survey (AtoSS)
The Attitudes to School Survey is an annual
student survey offered by the Department of
Education and Training to assist schools in
gaining an understanding of students'
perceptions and experience of school.

Our ‘raw score’ results for 2022 are very
positive and we look forward to the full report,
showing our performance in comparison to
other schools across Victoria.

Some of the early highlights include positive
endorsement of:

● Effective teaching at 93%
● Differentiated learning challenge at 89%
● Managing bullying at 86%
● Respect for diversity at 91%

Eid al-Adha Mubarak
Happy Eid al-Adha to the many in our
community who are celebrating

https://www.coachapproach.com.au/


Our ‘Tiered’ Approaches to Maximising
Learning & Wellbeing
Our school features multi-tiered systems of
support for student learning, behaviour and
wellbeing.

Tier 1 - All Students
All students are provided with what we call
proactive and preventative interventions
around learning, behaviour and wellbeing.

In terms of student learning, some of the
evidence-based strategies and programs we
maintain an emphasis on include:

● Phonics and phonemic awareness
approaches in Foundation to Year 2

● Modelled, shared and guided reading
● The Reader’s Notebook strategy
● Big Write and VCOP strategies with “talk

homework”
● The four proficiencies of mathematics,

including reasoning, problem solving,
understanding and fluency across the
areas of number & algebra,
measurement & geometry, and statistics
& probability

● Termly ‘units of inquiry’ around topics
involving learning areas such as the
humanities (e.g. civics, geography,
history) and science

Our specialist curriculum areas include STEM
(science, technology, engineering and
mathematics) with Mr Willcock, visual art with
Ms Djakovic, performing arts with Mrs Van
Emmerik, Library and French with Mrs
Bowman and health & physical education with
Mr Douglas.

In terms of wellbeing and behaviour, we make
use of the Personal and Social Capability
curriculum to support the development of
competencies and skills students need to build
resilience and effectively manage their
emotions, behaviour and relationships with
others.  We call this our Social & Emotional
Learning (SEL) learning and teaching.

Tier 2 - Targeted Intervention
Our Tutor Learning Initiative (TLI) team
provides targeted intervention to students
identified as needing additional learning

support.  This team is made up of 3 teachers, 2
speech pathologists and 2 Education Support
staff and has so far, in 2022, provided targeted
intervention to 68 students in reading and 70 in
students in mathematics.

This year we have had the great privilege of
welcoming around 25 ‘new arrival’ students
from Afghanistan and surrounding regions with
next to no English language experience.  To
support these English as an Additional
Language (EAL) learners, we have hired in the
support of Mrs Payanda and a number of
multicultural Education Support staff.

In terms of wellbeing and behaviour, we have
staff trained in cohort specific needs to support
inclusion and mental health.

A number of Tier 2 students are supported by
school-based Student Support Groups (SSGs)
working together to develop, implement and
review Individual Education Plans (IEPs) and
Behaviour Support Plans (BSPs).

Tier 3 - Intensive Interventions
All Tier 3 learners are provided with more
intensive learning and/or wellbeing support, on
occasion with the support of the Department of
Education & Training (DET) Student Support
Services (SSS) team

https://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101-course/modules/phonological-and-phonemic-awareness-introduction
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/literacy/readingviewing/Pages/teachingpracguided.aspx#:~:text=The%20practice%20of%20guided%20reading,and%20consolidate%20effective%20reading%20strategies.
https://www.literacytreasures.com/post/how-to-set-up-readers-notebooks
https://www.andrelleducation.com.au/#/
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Proficiencies#:~:text=the%20Four%20Proficiencies%20%2D-,The%20Four%20Proficiencies,made%20stronger%20by%20the%20others.
https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/personal-and-social-capability/introduction/rationale-and-aims
https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/personal-and-social-capability/introduction/rationale-and-aims
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/tutor-learning-initiative/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/student-support-services/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/student-support-services/policy


Kinder to Prep Transition
If you have a child ready to start Prep
(Foundation) in 2023, above are the dates for
our Kinder to Prep transition program,
commencing in August.

Our transition program has been developed to
help make starting school a positive
experience for all involved.

Enrol for Prep (Foundation) 2023 here:
https://www.dandenongps.vic.edu.au/enrol

https://www.dandenongps.vic.edu.au/enrol?fbclid=IwAR0rVSQWWpSnVNaCQ2BJFd_kTHNLhEgpYn1JREtOpQYOfkBYvISECAuGI6g
https://www.dandenongps.vic.edu.au/enrol






Acknowledgement of Country
Dandenong Primary School acknowledges that
our school is on Country of the Bunurong
people of the South-Eastern Kulin Nation.

We honour their sovereignty and connection to
Country as traditional custodians of the land on
which we learn and teach.

We pay our respects to their Elders, past
present and emerging and extend this respect
to all First Nations people.h.  We pay our respects
to their Elders, past present and emerging and extend
this respect to all First Nations people.

https://www.bunuronglc.org/
https://www.bunuronglc.org/




Important Dates for 2022

July
● Eid al-Adha Begins Evening 9/7
● Term 3 Begins Monday 11/7
● Eid al-Adha Ends Evening 13/7
● Schools Tree Day Friday 29/7
● International Day of Friendship 30/7

August
● National Science Week 13-21/8
● Kinder to Prep Transition 14/8
● Semper Dental 15/8
● CBCA Book Week 20-26/8
● Daffodil Day
● Teacher Aide Appreciation Week 30/8 -

3/9

September
● Indigenous Literacy Day
● Father’s Day Sunday 4/9
● International Literacy Day 8/9
● Kinder to Prep Transition 8/9
● R U OK Day 8/9
● Year 6 City Camp 12-14/9
● Term 3 Ends 3:30pm Thursday 15/9
● Curriculum Day 16/9 - School Closed

October
● Term 4 Begins Monday 3/10
● Swimming Program Begins (TBC)
● World Mental Health Day 10/10
● Kinder to Prep Transition 12/10
● Dad & Family Night Thursday 13/10
● Diwali Thursday 24/10
● Walk Safely to School Day (TBC)
● Birth of the Báb 25-26/10
● Prep 2022 Enrolments Due 28/10
● Teachers Day Friday 28/10
● Halloween 31/10

November
● Melbourne Cup Tuesday 1/11 - School

Closed
● Coach Approach 3/11
● Kinder to Prep Transition 10/11
● Remembrance Day 11/11
● Professional Practice Day  - School

Closed
● Kinder to Prep Transition 21/11
● Victorian State Election 26/11

December
● Kinder to Prep Transition 1/12
● Community Picnic 5/12
● Year 6 Graduation TBC
● Semester 2 Reports 16/12
● School Year Ends 1:30pm Tuesday

20/12

Important Dates for 2023

January
● Lunar New Year - Year of the Rabbit 22/1
● School Office Opens 23/1 
● Delivery of Supplies
● Australia Day 26/1 
● Term 1 Starts 9am Tuesday 31/1

February
● Welcome to Country Ceremony 
● Pancake Day/Shrove Tuesday 21/2
● Mother Language Day 21/2
● Meet & Greet 5pm Thursday 23/2 
● Updated Asthma & Anaphylaxis Plans

Due 28/2 
● Enrolment Census 28/2 

March
● International Women’s Day 8/3
● Holi 8/3
● Labour Day Monday 13/3 - School Closed
● National Day of Action Against Bullying
● NAPLAN 15-27/3
● Nowruz 21/3
● Harmony Day Tuesday 21/3
● Ramadan Begins Evening 22/3

April
● Autism Awareness Day Sunday 2/4 
● Term 1 Ends 2:30pm Thursday 6/4
● Good Friday 7/4 
● Easter Sunday 9/4
● Ramadan Ends Evening 20/4
● Orthidox Easter Sunday 16/4
● Term 2 Begins Monday 24/4 
● ANZAC Day Tuesday 25/4 
● Mother Earth Day Saturday 22/4 

May
● NAPLAN
● Mum & Me Friday 12/5
● Mother’s Day Sunday 14/5
● International Day of Families Monday

15/5
● Education Support Personnel Day 16/5

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eid_al-Adha
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eid_al-Adha
https://treeday.planetark.org/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/friendship-day
https://www.scienceweek.net.au/
https://semperdental.com.au/
https://www.cbca.org.au/cbca-book-week
https://www.daffodilday.com.au/about
https://doxa.org.au/city-camp/
https://bahaiteachings.org/birth-bab-200-years-ago-today/
https://www.awm.gov.au/commemoration/remembrance-day
https://www.australiaday.org.au/
https://www.historic-uk.com/CultureUK/Pancake-Day/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holi
https://www.onlymelbourne.com.au/labour-day-melbourne-history
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/preventing-bullying/national-day-of-action-against-bullying-and-violence
https://www.nap.edu.au/home
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nowruz
https://www.harmony.gov.au/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramadan
https://www.autismspeaks.org/world-autism-awareness-day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramadan
https://www.army.gov.au/our-heritage/traditions/anzac-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/earth-day/background
https://www.nap.edu.au/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/international-day-of-families



