1 March 2024

Parent & Carer Feedback Survey

If you can spare 5-10 minutes, we would
appreciate any feedback you have around the
start to the 2024 school year. The survey is
available to complete here:
https://forms.gle/BSBxAZ3UcTsm{VZ98
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School Closure Dates
Please note the following school closure dates
for 2024:

e Thursday, 28 March (Curriculum Day)

e Tuesday 11 June (Professional Practice
Day)

e Monday 4 November (Curriculum Day)

e Friday 29 November (Curriculum Day -
Assessment & Reporting)

These dates have now been added to our
school calendar on the last page of this
newsletter.
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150-Years Celebrations Approaching

This 1938 photograph features a class of Year
1 students including Keith, a now 92-year old
who resides in regional Victoria. Keith is
hoping to make it down to_Dandenong Primary
School for our 150-years celebrations to be
held on Saturday 4 May 2024!

Details (with more to come) about our
celebrations can be found here:
https://www.dandenongps.vic.edu.au/150-years
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Julian Hill MP Visit to Present

School Captains 4 March

Julian Hill MP will visit the school on
Monday 4 March. This visit will include

a school captain 2024 presentation
assembly from 10:20-10:40am on

Vague Square (near our onsite kinder). All
welcome!
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Glasses for Kids Program

Last week we had a visit from the kind folks at
the Glasses for Kids initiative. Glasses for
Kids provides free vision screening and if
needed, further testing and free glasses to
participating Prep to Year 3 students.

189 students from Foundation to Year 3 were
tested. Of the 189 students tested, 55 were
prescribed vision correction glasses which will
be delivered to school in the coming weeks.
For more information about Glasses for Kids,
visit:

https://www.vic.gov.au/glasses-for-kids

() S S palie QB A A1 ) lege Lo 415X atia
Jl U Pl i 0 ) sl Rl 4y & pale cl adidla "0lSa S
s 2 5 @ (Gl e ) P8 s 431l o g
S e ptlp OGN Sie 5 sidn Glagile ) Gl

YA Gl Ol ) Laad Gila 3l ages Jla B agly 51 sl il
A4S 25l s 2l e 4y it 88 ¢ sal il YAQ
A% M\P sala dJJ;S Ayl 4 bJ..\:\] sladiaa BrR

4 MUSS ) Sae® 5 )by ik cile Dlal s (g
S dzal e byl

https://www.vic.gov.au/glasses-for-kids

JoA 4l (559 "0 Sie o Jll g3 glSa S 0 gl S atia (5 sl e
teogbin Sl 4 Gl sS e jll a8 e (g gla VG A

S Al e Ay Dy paaS 5 (5 S aal b
o3 sA) S aladu (o il 4y (558 A e 45 5 Se Sk
45 51l ysal Rl OIS Y 5 GBS g,

il 0 585 00 <oy Al gig)gal SR VAT 2 Slign s
.d)ﬁadﬁﬁu‘s‘ﬁgﬁiﬁ@
45&3\‘2};5\3:&\.3so)gﬂuwjﬁag\ﬁogdéo)gﬁﬂs
LS

https://www.vic.gov.au/glasses-for-kids

You Have the Right to Live Free from
Violence

We want to take a moment to address an
important and sensitive topic that affects
families within our community — family
violence.

At Dandenong Primary School, we are
committed to providing a safe and supportive
environment for all our students and their
families. Family violence is a deeply
concerning issue that can have lasting effects
on the well-being of individuals, especially
children. It is crucial for us, as a school
community, to acknowledge this issue, raise
awareness, and offer support to those who
may be affected.

STOP +.. VIOLENCE

END +.. SILENCE

SAY NO TO DOMESTIC & FAMILY VIOLENCE

Family violence takes various forms and can
impact families from all walks of life. It is a
matter that requires our collective attention,
understanding, and action. Our school is a
place where open communication is valued,
and we want you to know that we are here to
support you and your children.

If you or someone you know is experiencing
family violence, please know that there are
resources and support services available. It is
important to reach out and seek help. Our
school is committed to maintaining
confidentiality while providing assistance and
guidance to those in need.

We encourage open conversations at home
about healthy relationships, respect, and the
importance of seeking help when required.
Additionally, we are working to incorporate
educational programs within the school
curriculum to equip our students with the
knowledge and skills to navigate these
challenging situations.

Family violence is a complex issue, and
addressing it requires a community-wide effort.
By fostering an environment of understanding,
empathy, and support, we can contribute to
breaking the cycle of violence and creating a
safer and more nurturing community for all.
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If you have any concerns or if you need
assistance, please do not hesitate to contact
any member of our staff. We are here for you.

Thank you for your ongoing commitment to the
wellbeing of our students and the entire
Dandneong Primary School community.
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TALKING TO A CHILD ABOUT BULLYING

VS

v X

It took a lot of courage to tell me this. Why are you letting other people get fo you?
I know this is hard for you.
You don't deserve o be treated
this way and it's not your fault.

What have you done to cause
people to treat you this way?

I'm always here to listen You shouldn't care what
and to help you. other kids think.

You just have fo be strong

How would you like to handle this? ST e

Don't let them treat you like that.
You need to fight back and
stand up for yourself!

Who at school
has your back?



Thank You Knowles Tivendale - School
Council President

On behalf of Dandenong Primary School, the
school council extends its heartfelt gratitude for
Knowles Tivendale’s exceptional contributions
as a parent representative and his dedicated
tenure as the School Council President. His
unwavering commitment and leadership have
significantly enriched the school community.

As Knowles’ time as a parent representative
comes to a close, we want to express our
sincere appreciation for the countless hours
and invaluable insights he has devoted to the
betterment of our school. His passion for
education and his tireless efforts have left an
indelible mark on Dandenong Primary School.

While we bid farewell to his role as a parent
representative, we sincerely hope that Knowles
will consider nominating for the vacant
community representative position. Knowles’
continued involvement and wealth of
experience would undoubtedly contribute to
the ongoing success and growth of our school
community.

Once again, thank you, Knowles, for your
outstanding service and dedication. We are
truly grateful for the positive impact you have
made, and we look forward to the possibility of
your continued involvement in shaping the
future of Dandenong Primary School.
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Learn Music Here at Dandenong Primary
School

Come and join in the fun of learning to play
keyboard, piano or guitar here at Dandenong
Primary School. Creative Music for Schools
conducts a music program here at school each
week.

Small group classes or one-to-one lessons of
up to 30 minutes give children an excellent
grounding in music where they will learn to
read music and play their chosen instrument.

Enrolments are now being accepted for limited
places in Term 1.

Interested parents should call Nicholas during
office hours on 9818 2333 or email
nicholas@creativemusic.com.au

Come and join in the fun of
learning to play keyboard
pianeo or guitar here af
Dandenong Primary School.

Creative Music for Schools
conducts a music program
here at school each week.

Small group classes or one-fo-one
lezsons of up to 30 minutes give chil-
dren an excellent grounding in music
where they will learn to read music
and play their chosen instrument

Enrolments are now being accepted for
limited places in term 1.

Interested parents should call Nicholas dur-
ing office houwrs on 9818 2333 or email

nicholas@creativemusic.com.au

Creutive Music

www.creativemusic.com.au
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2024 NAPLAN Testing

We hope that your child has enjoyed a
successful start to first term — it has certainly
been action-packed, and it has been wonderful
to see the enthusiasm with which students
have reengaged with the opportunities
available to them.

In the week of Wednesday 13 March, 2024
children in Year 3 and Year 5 at Dandenong
Primary School will commence participation in
the National Assessment Program Literacy and
Numeracy (NAPLAN) testing. Each student will
complete Reading Comprehension, Language
Conventions (Spelling and Grammar &
Punctuation), Numeracy and Writing tests
across several days.

In 2024, all students in Years 3, 5, 7 & 9 at
across Australia will undertake the NAPLAN
testing online (with the exception of Year 3
Writing). The move to an online format has
allowed NAPLAN to adapt a Tailored Testing
model — you can read more about this model
here. If you would like to familiarise yourself
with the online testing window, a sample for
each test is available on the NAPLAN website,
and can be accessed here. All students will be
stepped through these samples prior to the
testing to ensure that they are familiar with the
features available to them.

As is good academic practice, students should
continue to read every day, and where
possible, we ask for your support in listening to
them read aloud. We encourage you to
facilitate regular writing practice, such as
keeping a journal / diary of their activities or
writing a reflection on a global issue that is of
interest.

Should you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to be in contact with your child’s
teacher in the first instance.
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Teacher Professional Learning

Twice a week after school, teachers and

school leaders meet to collaborate around
student learning and wellbeing. On Tuesday of
this week, teachers worked together on
improving numeracy learning and teaching.
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Year 6 Melbourne City Camp

Students in Year 6 will participate in a
2-night/3-day Melbourne city camp from 6 to 8
March.

Year 5 students will participate in a
2-night/3-day adventure camp at Malmsbury in
May.
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https://nap.edu.au/naplan/understanding-online-assessment/tailored-tests
https://nap.edu.au/naplan/public-demonstration-site

Traffic Safety Concerns

Last week, the students and staff at St Mary's
Primary School Dandenong experienced a
heart-stopping moment when a car recklessly
drove through the McCrae Street school
crossing, very narrowly avoiding a potential
disaster.

This is an important reminder about the need
to take great care on the roads and paths
around our schools.

YOUTUBE.COM
Children face crossing roulette outside Melbourne schools | 7 News
Australia
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IT STOPS

WITH

BOOKINGS
£SSENTIAL

WEDNESDAYS

4PM-5.15PM : .
¢ ractise reading out loud

iteracy support
parents learn too

For more information contact

” the libraries on 1300 630 920,

a
pine & MISSION

nires s
Libraries Learming .
Change Lives L'b_“:‘”?‘-” i AUSTRALIA 0

YOU'RE INVITED TO DANDENONG
PRIMARY SCHOOL'S

150-YEARS
CELEBRATION
DINNER

Saturday, May 4th | 6 pm
The Dandenong Club
1579 Heatherton Road, Dandenong North, 3175

3-Course Meal
Tickets from $75
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1179953

IN A WORLD WHERE You
CAN BE ANYTHING

—~o bind —



https://www.facebook.com/stmarysprimarydandenong?__cft__[0]=AZVfs_QT6wT3NcaloKYUjHkHMF9C_TmdKJoG7V1yfE_GEAB8ekbM-t-cTLIq4A_Qsk5dnXQfW9e0e6uRErGopv3zbu9gTHqUznAONHuexal_xX9PM6KWwfRTm6Pei977GQJa8VU-bEXKZxN58D_0YCuKRHkRTiv0Rg5dER57c8ofOrLc7wAwz0-lOj2D2NxemYk&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/stmarysprimarydandenong?__cft__[0]=AZVfs_QT6wT3NcaloKYUjHkHMF9C_TmdKJoG7V1yfE_GEAB8ekbM-t-cTLIq4A_Qsk5dnXQfW9e0e6uRErGopv3zbu9gTHqUznAONHuexal_xX9PM6KWwfRTm6Pei977GQJa8VU-bEXKZxN58D_0YCuKRHkRTiv0Rg5dER57c8ofOrLc7wAwz0-lOj2D2NxemYk&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ppu1El1hq7w&fbclid=IwAR0sGEPF262rpCWHCTF7xhS-kegsnlFfppmVz6zy-pLp3l46JmcI-8GI1YI

-
-

m
Lo

1=
o

| 8:55

Too early Right on time Too late

Thank you for arriving at school on time!
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% meril! XBana Wre cTe JOLNK Ha Bpeme!

Arriving late to school interrupts the
Iearnlng and teaching for everyone.

Lost school days build up one absence at a
time and impact learning and friendships.
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Be Here! Every Day. All Day. All The Way!

Monday-Thursda
Fnd,ﬂ-; *

8:30am - 8:50am

Hall

PLAYERS &
WANTED *
I"ﬂﬂ 2024

SPI]TS AVRILABLE
~INALL AGE : ‘
GROUPS ‘.
UBs-U12s N
Years 2 - 3

BOYS& GIRLS OF 1%
ALL ABILITIES ~ 4 -

WELCOMEI |

[
ENQUIRIES PLEASE GALL:
Naomi 0419 511 TEE

preah OR EM
h S8 HPJFC_PLAYERS@GMAIL.COM

Carwatha College P-12
SECONDARY OPEN NIGHT

T r -IEN.; it ) et 1) el ..!uium i
Tuesday 26th March, 2024

Activities and tours from 6pm - 7pm
Information session from 7pm - 7.30pm

(This will include a session on our High A vers Program and Football Academy).

Register your attendance here or you can register on the night.

ATTENDANCE
FACTS

Fact #1
?

Students that have good *
attendance (90% or more)
are more likely to do well in
school.




Important Dates for 2024

March / gl [ g

3rd: Clean Up Australia Day

3rd: World Wildlife Day

6th-8th: Year 6 Doxa City Camp

8th: International Women’s Day

10th: Ramadan Begins Evening

11th: Labour Day - School Closed
13th-25th: NAPLAN

14th: International Day of Mathematics
20th: Nowruz

20th: World Story Telling day

21st: Harmony Day

24th: Holi

27th: Term 1 Ends at 3:30pm

28th: Curriculum Day - School Closed
29th: Good Friday

30th: Easter Saturday

31st: Easter Sunday

April [ S8 [ i)

2nd: Autism Awareness Day

7th: Daylight Savings Ends

8th: Ramadan Ends Evening
15th: Term 2 Begins

15th: World Art Day

18th: Official School Photo Day
22nd: Mother Earth Day

25th: ANZAC Day - School Closed
26th: Official School Photo Day

May / = [

1st-10th: Life Education Incursion

4th: 150 Years Anniversary Celebrations &
Reunion

5th: Orthodox Easter Sunday

12th: Mother’s Day

13th-15th: Year 5 Doxa Malmsbury Camp
15th: International Day of Families

16th: Education Support Personnel Day
22nd: ALIA National Simultaneous Storytime
26th: National Sorry Day

27th: National Reconciliation Week

June/ ¢isil o>

3rd: Mabo Day

10th: King'’s Birthday Public Holiday - School
Closed

11th Curriculum Day - School Closed
16th-22nd: Refugee Week

16th-19th: Eid al-Adha

21st: Semester 1 Reports Published

20th: World Refugee Day

25th: Student-led Learning Conferences
28th: Term 2 Ends at 2:30pm

July /¥ [ s¥s>

7th: NAIDOC Week

7th: Muharram Beings

15th: Term 3 Begins

26th: National Schools Tree Day

26th: Paris Summer Olympic Games Begin
30th: International Day of Friendship

August /&) [ <)

DPS Athletics Day

4th: Muharram Ends

5th: Education Week

10th-18th: National Science Week

11th: Paris Summer Olympic Games Conclude
16th: National Day of Action Against Bullying
17th-23rd: CBCA Book Week

28th: Paris Summer Paralympic Games Begin
31st: Daffodil Day

September /x| i

1st: Father’s Day

8th Paris Summer Paralympic Games Conclude
12th: R U OK? Day

14th: World First Aid Day

16th: Jeans for Genes Day

20th: Term 3 Ends at 2:30pm

27th: Grand Final Eve Public Holiday

October / st [ g3

6th: Daylight Savings Begins
7th: Term 4 Begins
14th-25th: Swimming Program
25h: Day for Daniel

31st: Halloween

31st: Diwali

November / sl s [ a6

1st: Bandi Chhor Divas

2nd: Birth of the Bab

4th: Curriculum Day - School Closed

5th: Melbourne Cup Public Holiday - School
Closed

11th: Remembrance Day

11th: National Recycling Week

13th: World Kindness Day

29th: Curriculum Day - School Closed

December [ subws [ jraws

3rd: International Day of People with Disability
(IDPwD)

2nd: Community Picnic

Year 6 Graduation

20th: Term 4 Ends at 1:30pm

25th: Christmas Day



